
History
of the

Prices Creek
of the

Brethren

Church



Natu re  has  p rov i ded  a  scen i c  backd rop  o f  shady  t r ees  and  a  wh i spe r i ng  c reek
to  f o rm  a  mos t  p i c t u resque  s i t e  f o r  t he  P r i ces  C reek  Chu rch  o f  t he  B re th ren .
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This is a history of the Prices creek ctrurch of the Brethren of southern ohio.
During the latter half of the eighteenth century (1?0o's) the good lands of the south-
ern ohio were still occupied by the rndians, mainly the Miimis, the shawnees and
t}te Mintoes. rn 1791 under Gen. Arthur St. clair ind in 1794 under Gen. Anthony
wayne the rndi&ns were driven back so far that in tre summer of l?gb we had thl
famous Ft. Greenville treaty with the fndians which made them forfeit to the whites
their centuries old hunting grounds,

.The.United States government had just opened up the Ohio territory in 1?gZ
under what was known as the northwest ordinbnce. A-bout the time it wds opened,
a few_Bretlren bega,n crossing the Allegheny Mountains to explore in this new- terri-
tory. The easiest and safest way of travel was to build a rait and float down the
ohio river. This method was used by our earliest Bretfiren. Many times they would
stop \vhere some sma]ler river.had joined the ohio and then unload and walk-up that
smaller river valley. Soon Brethren were scattered over the various parts of Soithern
ohio' Adems and Clermont counties were scenes of earliest Brethreniettlers. The first
church of the Brethren was organized at stonelick in clermont county. This organi-
zation took place in 1795 with fifteen mernbers present. Thus the new field-was
opened and soon scores of families moved into this new, very much unoccupied ter-
ntory.

Brethren people were among t}le first white setilers to occupy many of these
lands. rt is said that there were only nine houses in Dayton at the time thL Brethren
begsn to occupy the Miami valley. I-ower Miami was organized in 1g0b in this
I{iami valley section first.

Next west of the Miami valley group was the TVvin Creek river valley. Brethrer
began to move into this valley even before Lower Miami was organized. Fbr the next
few years (or from 1805-1809), many Brethren families located in this Twin vellev
section. They moved to various parts of preble county, but services were held iir
samuel real's home from 1806 on instead of.orgqnizing a church. rn 1g0g the group
near the Indiana-ohio state line organized the Four Mile church in rndiana.-Alsb
that same year the T\ilin church was organized. Every since ohio became a sts,te
r^'hich was in 1803, it is certain that the Brethren people have had an influence wi0r-
in tho state. And this is especially true of Preble county where the influerrce of the
lVin and Four Mile churches must have been felt.

Tttere is another national force that bas had its influence on the Prices Creek
church. That is the National road. It was to be a main highway from east to west
and was hindered by the railroad expansion. This National (free, turnDike was fin-
ished as far west as Indianapolis. So we can conclude that it must havb been near-
Iy as far west as Prices Creek about the year of her organization as a church. The
church today is located just about two miles north of this old main national highway.
This main thoroughfare has served to bring folks to the congregation and also has
served as an easy means of exit when folks wanted to migrate to some other place.

In 1820 a few members settled along the Prices' Creek near where the present
church now stands. This creek may have been named after some of tle old line of
Brethren people of the early Eastern church in Pennsylvania. It is not certain, but it
could have been a Brethren Price family or one of a non-brethren background. It is
probable t}lat these few members settling near the creek at this time were either
already members of the TWin church or soon did become affiliated with it. ,,And in
the year 1832 twelve members came from Pennsylvania, including Elder Jecob Petry,
the first minister of the church and three deacons, Samuel J. Wehrly, George H.
Wehrly, and Henry Petry. TWo years later or in 1834 an org&nization was effected,
Elder John Hart of tie Upper Twin church assisting, which formed the nucleus of
the Prices' Creek church." *

Along with those twelve mentioned above was one called Catherine Miller, a
widow with seven children. She had four sons and three daughters, Her fourth child
wes Levi, a lad of fourteen. The same year, 1832, she with her family and perhaps
the help of a fev,' friends built e small cabin in the middle of a section. It is of in-
terest to note that Melvin Browns (members of the present church) reside at a resi-
dence built near where t}tis cabin originally was located. Mrs. Miller worked with
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zea l  and devot ion  fo r  the  church  even though she was a  w idow in  the  land o f  w i lder -
ness ,  She l i ved  un t i l  the  age o f  n ine ty -one and a t  the  t ime o f  her  death  shc  had f i ve
children, sixty-five grandchilden, and one-hurrdred thirty great-grandchildren l iving.
Most  o f  these were  prominent  peop le  o f  the  communi ty  a t  the  t ime o f  her  death  and
also many were members of the church.

Thus far we have only mentioned the organization which occurred in 1834. There
was no church house for years so the people would meet around at the varicus homes
where they were invited. These litt le humble cabins dotted the wilderness here and
there. The meetings were usually held every four or six u'eeks. The ntembels had
gotten together and made benches from puncheons split from logs. In these u'ere
dr i l led  ho les  in to  q 'h ich  were  inser ted  legs .  (Puncheons u 'e re  logs  sp l i t  in  two and
s lnoothed on  the  sp l i t  s ide .  Thus  the  bench rvas  rea l l y  a  ha l f  log  tha t  had been sp i i t
and some pegs  p laced in  i t  fo r  legs . )  These benches were  t ranspor ted  f rom one p lace
to the next u'herever the meeting was to be held.

The meet ings  usua l ly  las ted  a l l  day .  There  \ \as  a lu 'ays  preach ing  in  the  morn-
ing  and then everyone s tayed fo r  d inner  wh ich  \ r .as  fu rn ished by  the  peop le  r i , i th
' .  hom you were  meet ing  tha t  day .  A f te r  d inner  the  t ime was sper r t  in  a  good soc ia l
ga ther ing  or  i f  there  B 'as  some v is i t ing  n t in is te r ' .  they  usr . la l l y  caued the  n tee t ing
together and he u'as asked to preach to them again.

These u 'e re  g rea t  sp i r i tua l  f€as ts  fo r  the  Bre thren .  A f te r  the  da ] '  \ r .as  fa r  spent ,
the  la rge  c ro l 'ds  tha t  had ga thered began to  u 'end ther r  s 'a1 '  hume r ,n  t , r . , t ,  ( tn  horse-
back ,  o r  in  thc  fa rnr  u 'agon f i l l td  w i tb  hur r ran i t l . .

Because o f  acconrodat ions ,  th |ee  spec ia l  p laces  t .ok  the i r  tu rn  ) ro id rng  the  annua l
communioL  - fhcse  p laces  q- t , r  t '  chosen b t  car rse  o f  the i t  la rge  ba t  ns  B .h  j ch  we le  used
as p laces  t t r  ho ld  the  t .onrn tun i t rn .  The n tea l  $ 'as  p repared in  la rg r  open kc . t t les  a r rd
t h c n  t h e  t a b l c s  u ' t r e  s e t  i n  t h e  b a r n s .  

' f h e s e  
t h r i ' e  ) r a r n s  s t i l l  s t a n d  a l t d  \ \ ' o r e  B l o .

Joseph Studebaker 's  p la (e  $  h i Ih  rs  n i ) \ \ '  r ) ( , ( , r ip ic . l  by  Ke lch  Duf f  i r ld .  Anothr r  \ \ ' i t s
t i t a t  o f  H t r r r y  P .  \ V e h r ' l y  \ \ ' h i ( h  r s  n o \ \ ' t h f  E s t i t  H o u s t  p l a c e .  T h e  t h i r d  . , r ' a s  t h e  L i r l t i t -
Ie t r  home neaI  the  chLr | r 'h  | r r l  ( )ccup ied  b1-  John F ! tz$a ter .

I I t  t h e  v e a r  l 5 3 E  t h t  c i r u r c h  h a t l .  f o r  t i r t :  f r r s t  t i l r r e .  t h e  p i i v i l e g e  u f  t l t . e t i n g  f I o r r t
t l l e i f  i ) w n  g l o u p s  r t  n t i n l , J t e r .  ' I ' h c 1 '  . a L l t i l  B r o .  J u i r n  C ) l i n g e r .  w h o  s : r , s  : r  : l t i i l .  , , 4  ^ l r  d l
[ ! ] { r n r i S e .  H r  r { t t , d  j n  1 6 4 i : r r r  h i s  t r , j n i s t r \ ' \ \ ' r s  V e t \ ' } ) r ' i e f .

I r r  1 i< {S R|o .  \1 'cn t le i l  } I inn i i : } :  ' , r ' l>  e lee ter l  t ( )  the  n t in is t r '1 ' .  He hJs , r  I t  j r ' .  c  n - : r ( ' i :
p I ' o n r i s e  o f  u s e f t : ) r r e s s  a n d  u  f , s  r ) ) i f l h t v  i ! l  l - h e  - \ c r i i ) t l t r r  H i s  \ \ ' i f a  i | a s  K a i l .  r . t - a , .  t h c
( iauBhtc r  o f  F l lder ' ' l ' ob ias  I { r 'e i t le r ' .

Thc  gr t ru ' t "h  rvas  s t tad l '  t r r r r l  the  in t t ' res t  \ \ ' ! r s  g { ) . )d .  Sonte  } ' r i i l s  \ i ' r , t  r  ino l r  i t  r i l t -
fu l  than o thers  i ind  s ( )  i t  was  x ' i th  so t i l s  be ing  : rCr ie r : l  to  thc  t  h l r rch .  15 i : t  : re t . l r r ( l  : , )
be  a  p lcn teous  ' , ' ta I  in  the  grou  th  o f  the  chr r rch  f ( , r  ten  \ \ 'e le  nd i le , , l  l r1  ba l . t i - t r rL  : r r : , i
: ;e i 'e ta l  b ro t rgh f .  the i r  { ' } ru rch  ie t t ( ' I s  f ro l } r  o ther  p lac t ,s .  T 'hus  th r  n t rL  i : , c |s i t i l r  . . \  r i i i
i r l c r '€a .s ( ,d  to  ne l r r  fo r t \ ' .  A lso  ' f  

as \ \ ' r l l  ( i r ' : r1 '  $ ' l r s  t , l t ' c ted  t0  the  l  .  j ; l i s t r  !  lh is  ' ,  r - i1 t '
H o w  m a r t l  t t ' : r r s  h e  s e | v e d .  I  ( l { J  n i r t  k r l o u .  f ( , r '  : r ( ,  n l e n t i O t ' ,  h a s  b t , .  r  f r  u r , L l  , , f  i t l l ,
a f t e r  t h i s  c . l i r t e .  B u t  a l o r r g  u i t h  t i l i s  l i r l ) r ( i  \ r ' , ) \ \ t h  ( ' i i I I e  t ) : , - l o s s , r i  t h .  F i r , : 1 , . : .  B r , ,
J a c o b  P e t r ' ) ' ,  $ ' h o  d i e r l  J u n t .  . 1 .  1 S 1 9 .  H t .  h a d  b e r ' n  t h t '  t l d e r  s r n ,  e  t i i , .  r ' i B i 1 r ' r r z i i ! ) , , n  i r i i :
e f fec ted  in  18 : |4 .

' fhus  
ther t  was  no  l rs ident  e lder  f r i r  sevrn  J 'a iu  s .  Br t t  thesr '  \ \ ' r i r  ( -  n t , t  s i len t  : , ' e r { i  s

i 1 l  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c h r l r c h .  I n  t h { ' r ' e a r  1 8 5 0  t h t , f i r s t  c h u l c i r  h o u s i  \ \ ' i i - s  e r ( ' c r , e d  i 1 ' .
C a s t i n e ,  O h i o .  I t s  d i n r e n s i o n s  \ \ ' e r e  ? 5  f t .  b 1 ' l l 5  f t .  

- l ' h e  
t i t n b t , I s  f r r r  i t s  c r r r s t l L r t ' t r o l

were  car ' \ ' ed  f  ronr  the  f ( ) r 'es ts  t rea l  b ] ' .  ' l -h ( '  f lo . ) l  s  and b t 'n i -h rs  \ \  e r  e  I l l i i a i ( -  ( ,1

f ,uncheons.  Serv ices  u 'e r t '  he ld  he l  r .  regu la r l ) '  \ \ ' i th  an  . ' r 'e r  g |o$ ' ing  in t ( ' re - \ t .  I r )  1b5{
BIo .  George S i lc r  u ' : rs  e l tc ted  t r r  the  nr i r l i s t r \ ' .  In  1S5-1  the  f i IS t  t , lder  $ 'u rs  o l i l : i i ned
B r o .  l V e n d e l l  l \ l i n n i t . h  w a s  c r r d a i n | r l  t o  t h e  e l d e | s h i p  a n r l  p t e s i d e d  o ! e r  t h t , ( h r l r r ' h  r l n t i l
h is  death  in  1862.  In  185 i  thcv  e l r r ' ted  Br r i .  A i f re t l  Og)e .  rvho  l i l ( ) \ ' ! ' d  t . r  lo \ \ 'a  Jus t
t ,ne  year  la te r .

O n e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  s i n c e  t h c i r  s n r a l l e l  o l g : t n j z f i t r o n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i r l g ,  t h e  c h t l r c h  h a s
been look ing  ou t  and ca l l ing  n t in is te |s  f |onr  i t s  o \ \ 'n  Sroup and i f  death ,  o ld  age,  Dr
nrov ing  in te r fe l  ed ,  o thers  s 'e re  ca l l t ' d  to  ser ' \ ' e .  A f te l  Bro .  Og le  n loved away,  the
nex t  year ,  1859,  the  { 'hu |ch  e lec t ( . ( l  tu 'o  to  the  n) in is t l y .  They  u 'e re  B Io .  Res in  S t€ph-
ens  and Bro .  Samrre l  Pr t r r ' .  The thu |ch  $ 'as  n rak ing  a  s teadv  groH ' th  and she eve l

needed to look ahead for her leaders. The growth \^'as so rapid that in 1864 the Cas-
t ine  house cou ld  no  longer  house them.  So in  tha t  year  another  house was bu i l t  on
the  west  s ide  o f  Pr ices  c reek .  Th is  house was bu i l t  we l l  f rom the  many t imbers  sur -
round ing  the  p lace .  The or ig ina l  house s tands  today  and is  the  main  p lace  o f  worsh ip
o f  th is  congregat ion .  However ,  the  bu i ld ing  has  been remode led  some f i ve  o r  s rx
t rmes s ince  i t s  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ing .

The house was built so that the north end made a dwell ing for the caretaker to
l i ve  in .  The books  show tha t  up  un t i l  1888 the  care taker  rece ived tJ :e  sum o f  98 .00
per  year .  Nor th  o f  the  church  today  is  a  sn ta l l  p iece  o f  g round tha t  may have been
an orchard  and yard  fo r  the  care taker .

The house was bu i l t  we l l  and f rom the  bes t  t i r l l bers .  Today one marvc ls  a t  the
u 'onder fu l ,  la rge  p leces  rvh ich  ho ld  the  ce i l ing  o f  the  main  aud i to r ium.  TWelve  and
lour teen inch  cas ing  boa lds  were  used in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  bu i ld ing .  No veneer
or  ha ld  p ine  \ ! 'as  knos 'n  o r  used.

Bu i ld ing  a  house d id  no t  s top  the i r  in te res t  in  the  church  fo r  in  1865 they  ca l led
Bro .  H.  P .  \ \ ' ehr ley  to  the  n t in is t ry  and orda ined Bro .  George S i le r .  He was the  e lder
then un t i l  the  sp l i t  in  1881.

I t  i s  ln te res t ing  to  no te  tha t  s 'e  have no  record  o f  any  e lder  be ing  in  charg 'e  o f
the  church  a t  the  t imes n 'hen bo th  the  Cast ine  Pr ices '  c reek  houses  u 'e re  bu i l t .  A lso
j t  i s  ln te res t ing  to  no te  tha t  there  is  record  o f  a  new house be ing  bu i l t  on  Lhe eas t
bank  o f  T$ ' in  Creek  a t  Cas t ine .  They  sa id  tha t  the  o ld  one was too  smal l  so  thev
bu i l t  another  one.  The o ld  house became a  bus iness  bu i ld ing  and is  now a  par t  o t
S h a e f f e r ' s  T i n  s h o p .

In  186? Bro .  Lewis  Ho l tzmue l le r  was  ca l led  to  the  min is t ry .  We don ' t  hear  much
about  th i .  church  un t i l  18E0.  From genera l  h is to ry  we know tha t  the  a f te r  e f fec ts
f lom the  C iY i l  u 'a r  had the i f  s low ing  processes  on  the  church .  A lso  the  genera l  b ro-
therhood was beg inn ing  to  a rgue about  var ious  ques t ions .  Th is  led  to  the  na tura l
b reak  in  1381 and in  1882.  But  the  Pr ices  Creek  and Preb le  County  churches  were
hur t  most  by  the  sp l i t  in  1881 fo r  there  u 'e re  fe$ ' to  go  w i th  the  prog ' ress ive  church
t n  1 8 8 2 .

B lo .  Dan ie l  Garber  rvas  ca l led  to  the  min is t ry  in  1880.
A t  a  c a l l e d  c o u n c i l  n r e e t i n g  o n  S e p t .  i l , 1 8 8 f ,  B r o .  G e o r g e  S i l e r ,  t h e  e l d e r ,  w e n t

w i th  the  "O ld  Order  Group" -  he  rv i th  qu i te  a  fo l low ing  le f t  the  Pr ices  Creek  Church
of  the  Bre thren .  I t  $ 'as  a  te f ) ib le  b lou ' to  the  members  le f t  beh ind ,  the  communi tv .
and the  church .  Bro .  George S i le r ,  Bro .  H.  P .  Wehr ley ,  Bro .  Lewis  Ho l tzmue l le r ,  a r id
IJ lo .  Dan ie l  Garber  u 'e re  the  four  min is te rs  $ 'ho  r^ 'en t  w i th  the  "O ld  Order  Grouo. "
Four  deacons and fo r tv  laymen a lso  fo l lowed mak ing  a  to ta l  o f  fo r ty -e igh t  members .

B lo .  Res in  S tephens and Bro .  Sanrue l  Pet ry  were  the  two min is te rs  who s tayed
\v i th  the  church .  Bro .  N icho las  Bucher ' ,  Bro .  Jacob M.  Pet ry ,  and Bro .  Lewis  Mi l le r
u  e re  the  th ree  deacons R 'ho  s ta ] 'ed .  These p lus  about  seventy  o ther  laymen made up
t l - .e  p robab le  se l 'en ty - f i ve  menrbers  u 'ho  remained in  the  church .  There  may have been
a feu '  more  w i th  e i ther  g roup fo r  in  a  "Reco ld  o f  the  Fa i th fu l "  by  Howard  Mi l le r ,  he
found tha t  be fore  the  sp l i t  there  u-ere  128 nrembers  l i s ted  in  a  repor t  sen t  in  fo r
Pr ices  Creek  church .  Wi thout  a l lou ' ing  fo r  any  ga ins  or  losses  tha t  leaves  an  er ro r  o f
f i ve .  HoEever  some o f  these migh t  have d ied  in  tha t  year  o r  two dur ing  the  d ispute .

Fo l low ing  the  luu  c rea ted  by  the  s 'a r  and then the  an tagon ism crea ted  by  such a
sp l i t  in  the  church ,  many ou ts ide ls  ga ined grounds and moved in to  the  communi ty .
I 'hus  l i fe  began to  s l ip  away f rom cont ro l  o f  the  Bre thren  peop le .

A t  the  same counc i l  meet ing  tha t  the  fo r ty -e igh t  le f t ,  Bro .  Res in  S tephens and
Bro .  Samuel  Pet ry  u 'e re  o rda ined to  e ldersh ip .  The group had been le f t  w i thout  an
e lder .  Bro .  S tephens \ \ 'as  asked to  take  charge and d id  so  un t i l  1893.  A lso  in  1881 Bro .
Lu ther  Pet ly  \ \ ' as  e lec ted  to  the  min is t ry .  He labored here  n ine  years  and then moved
a- \ { 'ay  no t  to  re tu rn  un t i l  in  1916.

The f i rs t  feu '  years  fo l low ing  the  sp l i t  secn ted  to  be  dark  ones ,  bu t  b r igh ter  t imes
u 'e re  ahead.  A f te r  a  few dark  years ,  in  1885,  Bro .  Joseph Longanecker  loca ted  ln  the
1 l r i ce 's  Creek  church .  He was the  f i rs t  m in is te r  they  had rece ived by  le t te r  s ince  the
orsan iza t ion  o f  the  church .  In  1886 Henry  Longanecker  he ld  the  f i l s t  ser ies  o f  meet -

in fs  in  the  church .  They  las ted  on ly  one week bu t  the  sp i r i tua l  up l i f t  was  grea t  and
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one accession was added. But with the close of the years 1886 and 1887 fortl '  colt\.el 'ts
\^rere received by baptism. Bro. Longanecker seemed to bring in the ne$. I ife and en-
thusiasm that x'as needed.

In 1888 a Sunday school was started u'ith Bro. Longanecker as superintendent.
I t  soon grew and the  peop le  were  en thus ias t ic .  " I  have seen o ld  records  in  the  homes
of some of these families as r called in them a fe$' years ago. These shor- r 'esults of
their enthusiasm for the Sunday school."

Bro. Longanecker had a far-seeing eye in realizing that training u'ould help the
homes, and the church.

These older people of our day $'ere not too near angels u'hen they \l 'ere voung.
One has  to ld  me tha t  a t  one communion ,  a  boy  th rew a  ca t  in  a  ke t t le  o f  bo i l ing  soup.
A lSo we learn  f rom the  record  tha t  in  1890 t * .o  men were  h i red  to  keep order  ou ts ide
so the  communion  cou ld  be  he ld  ins ide .  Wi l l iam Stou t  and Frank  Ro\ \ '€ .  s r . ,  were
each pa id  one do l la r  fo r  the  job  in  1890.

One cou ld  eas i l y  conc lude tha t  there  rvas  cer ta in l l l  a  p lace  and need fo r  re l ig i i ius
t ra in ing  and the  Sunday schoo l  s 'as  supposed to  meet  th is  need.

In  1892 Bro .  Andrer^ '  M i l le r  u 'as  ca l led  to  the  deacon 's  o f f i ce  and la te r  in  the  sante
year  he  was ca l led  to  the  min is t rv .  He served h is  en t i re  l i fe  o f  e igh t \ ' -n in€  ) . r . i l r s  in
th is  church .  He was orda ined in  1902,  and h is  l i fe  on  ear th  c losed in  1938.

A lso  the  same year .  1892,  Bro .  Henry  Eby  u 'as  ca l led  to  the  min is t r . l '  bu t  in  1907
he moved to the Bear Creek church.

In  1893 Bro .  Res in  S tephens moved arvav ,  so  he  I 'es igned thc  job  o f  p res id ing
e lder .  In  1894 Bro .  T 'homas Krc ider  {o f  P i t t sburg)  s 'as  asker i  to  be  the  pres id ing-
elder B'hich he did unti l 1900.

On Apr i l  24 ,  1894,  the  f i rs t  Sunday schoo l  rvas  organ ized a t  Cas t rne .  The same
year  a  ner t  house ' , l ' as  bu i l t  a t  Cedar  Grove wh ich  is  about  th i r teen n t i les  nor thwest
o f  Pr ice 's  Creek  house.  These moves na tura l l y  gave ev idence o f  the  en thus iasrn  and
progressiveness and growth of the church.

In  19 t t0  Bro .  Joseph Longanecker  was orda ined and asked to  p res ide  over  the
church  wh ich  he  d id  un t i l  1918-

Af te r  a  b r ie f  s tay  a t  the  Pa les t ine  church  Bro .  S tephens re tu rned tu  Pr ices  c reeh
i .o  spend h is  remain ing  days ,  fo r  in  1903 he  passed f rom th is  ear th ly  l i fe .

In  1902 two min is te rs  u -ere  ca l led  by  the  church .  They  were  H.  H.  Pet ry  and
Sy lvan Book* .a l te r .  Bro .  Pet ry  a t tended Manchester  co l lege fo r  fu r ther  p repara t ion
and was k i l led  in  an  acc ident  in  1904.  Bro .  Book \ \ 'a l te r  spent  n los t  o f  h is  t in te  a t  ihe
Cedar  Grove house and fo r  much o f  tha t  t ime he  w 'as  the  mrn is te r  a t  tha t  p iace .  He
was orda ined in  1910.  He u 'as  a  member  o f  the  d is t r i c t  m iss ionarv  commi t tee  fo r  th rec
successlve terms.

In  1903 the  Pr ice 's  Creek  house $ 'as  papered fo r  the  f i rs t  t i rne .  Char les  S ta l ' ton
did the job at a total cost of $.{1.85.

Annua l  runn ing  expenses  $ 'c re  made up  by  g i f t s  f rom the  members  r rh ich  !anged
f rom ten  cents  to  f i ve  do l la rs  per  member .  Each member 's  name u 'as  l i s ted  in  a  book
a long bes ide  what  he  gave.  I t  i s  in te res t ing  to  no te  tha t  the  church  gave regu la r ly  a
sr im"o f  $1 .50  a  ga l lon  fo r  the  communion  w ine .  UsuaUy sonreone u 'as  pa id  50c  or  75c
to put away or store the dishes after communion.

In  1907 Bro .  Hersche l  Weaver  u 'as  e lec ted  to  the  min is t ry .  He spent  some t ime
in  p repara t ion  a t  Ma lches ter  co l lege and a t  Bethany .  He Nas orda ined in  1917 and
took charge of the church in 1918.

In 1908 Bro. H. tr '. Richards ',r 'as called to the ministry but soon moved into other
fields.

In  1911 Bro .  O l iver  Royer  was a lso  ca l ted  to  the  min is t ry ,  bu t  he ,  too ,  moved in to
other fields.

This ends a period of recruiting for the ministry from her own ranks._cxcept for
Bro. B. W. Timmbns who was called from the Cedar Grovc house in 1921. Trventy-one
years passed; there is a black-out from this source to the leadership of the church.

Young-men and women have spent their younger artd earlier church davs within the

waltJof this church and yet the church ceased to lay its hands upon them and call

thenr out. without doubt this period of twenty-one years wil l be a black period in the
h is to ry  o f  the  church  as  i t  i s  looked back  upon in  ihe  tu tu re_' l ' h is  

does  no t  mean tha t  the  church  ce ised to  l i ve  and to  func t ion .  some min is -
trrrs wele received by letter. The church carried on her regular prog-ram. She called
deacons to aid in the s'ork. she made necessary repairs a;d kept 

.-the 
building in

sha_pe. Revival meetings were held. people were recelved into the-church by bap'i. ism
€ind by letter. sonre *'ould move into other congregations and be helpers there.

\\ 'hen there rvas a lack of ministers, the ctrurih went out and ii ired a Dart-time
pastor. Many resident members are content and think the church program his moved
along nicely. Iroking from day to day and from within one coutd-saf yes to such an
arlsu'er, but if one stands off and views the church from the historian! itandpoint, one
is bound to say that the congregation has lost some of her once present rnissionary
zca l ,

Naturally one, u'ho is concerned about Brethren and christian people, is forced
to ask the question, \\hy ?

May I say, before I answer the question, this is not the oniy congregation of thi
Rrethren. nor the Brethren- is_ not the only denomination rn which tnG nis happened.

F i rs t ,  a long about  1912 the .e  ceased to  be  the  p ioneer ing  " fad"  tha t  t rad  & is ted
up to  tha t  t ime.  We \ , \ 'e re  has t i l y  tu rn ing  to  mach ines  and a  mach ine  age.  The war
fo t ' ced  the  issue and caused man to  becorne more  mater ia l i s t i ca l l y  mindad.  Fo l low ing
t l .e  rvar  economic  jus t i ce  d id  no t  p reva i l  so  youth  u .ho  had had a  re l ig ious  t ra in ing  i i
t 'hich to ground their faith, turned to the material worlct and forgot to give to their
cfri ldren that $'hich they prized so highly,-an unfaltering christian faiah. They did
not forgei to *'orship or attend services, but the church had lost its original olace in
t h e i r  h e a r t .  r n s l e a d  o f  h o l d i n g  l i r s t  p l a c e s ,  t h c  c h u l c h  n o w  h e l d  s e c o n d  p l a c e . n d  o n " ' s
occupat ion  took  f i rs t  p lace .  The ch i ld ren  grew up in  such homes.  They  were  inv i ted
to become members of the church. Most ot them accepted the invitation. To the girls
it meant that they could *'ear the prayer veil and to all tt meant that they could par-
take  o f  communion .  That  was about  a l l  church  membersh ip  meant  to  the  youth .  Th is
uas  no t  enough,  fo r  to  wear  the  prayer  ve i l  o r  to  commune d id  no t  so lve  your  p rob-
Iems in  l i fe .  Thus  many a  youth  went  ou t  to  l i ve  h is  o r  her  l i fe  as  he  p leased,  bu t  ye t
claimed that he had been baptized at one time so \x"'as a member of the church. yet
he had no interest in it nor seldom attended the church.

No one had the nerve to lay hands on some promising youth and say, ,.Now we
uant ) 'ou to be a minister for the kingdom of God." For he knew that the youth would
knorv that ones ',vho called him wouldn't be wil l ing to do it and what is more they
rvou ldn ' t  he lp  h im f inanc ia l l y  to  do  i t .

To me this is a solid explanation as to why we Brethren have been more or less
at a stand sti l l  for the last t*.enty-five years or more.

In 19Ll Bro. Lester Heisey moved in by letter. He and his family spent their
time with the Cedar Grove house. Here he labored for two years before he moved away
r n  1 9 1 6 .

In  1916,  Bro .  E .  S .  Ho l l inger  moYed in  b r ing ing  h is  le t te r  and tcok  up  the  work
that Bro. Heisey had left at Cedar Grove. FIe with his family labored here for over
ten years and then he moved to another church to work. Bro. B. W'. Timrnons, who
had been elected to the ministry in 1921, took charge of the work at Cedar Grove
['hen Bro. Holl inger left in 1926. Bro. Timmons had received sorne training at Man-
ches ter  co l lege.

Bro. J. R. Robbins moved into the Price's Creek territory about 1917, but soon
moved on to work elsewhere.

From 1917 on, Bro. Herschel Weaver gave untiringly of his time and talent to the
church. He was such an untiring worker and was creating new zeal in the work here.
But his efforts were confined to a few years because of his premature death.

The year 1917 brought Elder and Sister George Stump from the Palestine church.
They had spent their boyhood and girlhcod in this community and they moved back
to spend their later years of l i fe.

Following Bro. Weaver's death, Bro. I. G. Blocher was asked to take over the
g'ork. This he did unti l 1928.
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The  Cas t i ne  chu rch ,  wh i ch  became  a  sepa ra te  cong rega t i on  i n  1922 .  Rev .
G len  Rus t ,  o f  Wes t  Manches te r ,  O . ,  i s  now  se rv i ng  t he  Cas t i ne  chu rch  as
pas to r ,  and  t he  chu rch  i s  en joy i ng  s teady ,  pe rmanen t  g row th .

Durirrg this period in which Bro. Blocher *as in charge, there were f,\vo our-
standing things that took place. Since the beginning ot' the congregation the terri-
tory assigne.l to it was equal to about 180 sq. miles. since 1g94 we nad the three
houses in the congregation to serve this vast territory-namely, price's creek, castine
and cedar Grove. we have already mentioned about the cedar Grove $-orkers but
a,bout the Castine workers we haven't spoken. Bro. C. C. petry (who had also spent
his youth in this community) came from the Four Mile church. He started definite
\j!'ork at castine. rnterest increased. In the year 1922 the p€ople at castine asked to
become a separate congregation. This request was granted. A committee from the
castine church was Biven the privilege of visiting the members of the entire consre-
gation and many willingly contributed cash or labor to help castine get their church
remodeled, so as to properly house a separate congregation.

The other outstanding incident during the time Bro. Blocher was in charge was
that we had a few members to putl off following the 1926 break in the Brethren-ranks.
This was the small group called the Dunkar'd Brethren. A small group pulted off
fiom the Prices Creek church. These, plus others \4'ho broke with other cong.regations,
went two and one-half miles nortJrwest of the Price's Creek church and built a nerv
church house. The numbers that left were not significant, but the stir caused by the
bleak halted progress for a year or two.

Also I ought to mention that during this same period the Price's Creek house in-
stalled a new steam heating plant which added greatly to the value and comfort of
the church.

Bro. Blocher livcd at his home near Greenville while he was shepherd of the fl,ock
at this church.

Pxge Eight Poge Nine

In 1928 Bro. H. Jesse Baker was called to be the pastor of the church. He soon
also became an elder. Along with being pastor, Bro. Baker taught school at the Mon-
roe Township school. This kept him in close touch with the community. He also moved
his family into the community by moving to West Manchester.

It should be noted that during the entire time that Bro. Baker had charge, the
nation was in one of the worst depressions she has ever known. In spite of this there
$'ere souls added by baptism and letter. The work went forward to some extent.
During this time, in 1934, the church had the grand privilege of celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the organization of the congregation. Also during this period, some of
the largest communjons were held that had ever been held in the congregation. In
1934 some remodeling $'as done in the rear of the auditorium. This greatly added to
the atmosphere and convenience for worship. In Aug. of 1937 Bro. Baker moved to
Polo,  I l l inois.  This lef t  the church wi thout  a pastor  or  e lder.  Bro.  Andrew Mi l ler  st i l l
Iesided in the congregation and was faithful in his church work but was in his 88th
year. The depression was still on. Church g'iving had hit a nevr low. There were unpaid
financial debts. The church seemed not to be able to agree on someone to call as pas-
tor. For four months they fiued the pulpit with ministers who were not already serv-
ing as pastors. Among them was a young man who was teaching school, the writer of
this history. After he had filled the pulpit for some six or seven times, they agreed
unanimously at council meeting to extend to him the call to finish out the pastoral
year from Jan. 1, 1938, to Sept. 1, 1938. He accepted. Bro. E. R. Fisher of Tiotwood
had been chosen elder. Three months later the writer s'as hired to be pastor for the
succeeding year and so on he was hired a year at a time until he resigned to attend
Bethany in Sept. ,  1943.

On Jan. 1, 1938, when the writer took over, nothing vicious happened as some
folks had probably expected. The members settled down, began to forget about all
their depression ills and started giving more and attending services better. Soon i}te
debts were paid, attendance was increasing, and interest in the church and missions
was awakened.

During five years and eight months the average attendance increased over thirty
and the offerings more than doubled. Forty were added by baptism and two on former
baptism. There were t'*'enty-two marriages. Sixteen people died. These were just the
normal things that happen in any church.

The things of unusual interest in this period were few and not many significant
ones. The following May the pastor baptized the one who was to become his wife on
June 1 of that year. The average attendance at the regular evangelistic meeting
jumped to a new al l  t ime high of  166 in the year of  1941. In 1939 and 1941 the inside
cf the auditorium u'as remodeled. In 1939 a new platform and front were put into the
auditorium, and in 1941 the rest of the auditorium was finished in rough ivory plaster
to match the front. Venetian window blinds were added. To begin the remodeling pro-
gram in 1939 the old horse sheds were sold and removed. This improved the yard and
parking lot in an up to date way. In 1941 Cedar Grove became a separate conS'rega-
tion, and was served by Bro. Edgar Petry being pastor.

The men organized a Men's Work organization and became very active----one of
the most active in the district.

The church needed new song books and they purchased Brethren Hymnals.
There are perhaps two things that definitely stand out in this period. One was

that fourteen homes were united in our church, and about all of these active young
married people became good workers in the church. The other is that on Friday,
March 15, 1942, at the regular council meeting, two deacons, Bro. Charles Miller and
wife and Bro. Elvin Spitler and wife were elected and at that same meetinS' Bro. and
Sister Leland Emrick were called to the ministry. This is tie first time of calling one
from their own ranks to tlle ministry had been done since twenty-one years before.
Leland and Ernestine left for Bethany immediately and will finish their training this
vear. In June, 1942, the pastor was ordained to the eldership, but Bro. Fisher was still
[he presiding elder.

in wtardir of 1943, the writer and his wife presented their resignation to take
place sept. 1 of that year so that they could enter Bethany to receive more training.



The pas tor  was  serv ing  par t - t ime and had been teachtng  schoo l  i l t  the  Fot l l  M i le

communi ty  dur ing  h is  $ 'o rk  o f  a ln tos t  s ix  years .

By  Sept .  1 .  no  successor  had been se lec tec l  as  pas tor '  Bro .  Eng le  and h is  :an l i l l '
h ^ d  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  c o n ) n t u n i t y  i n  F e b .  o f  1 9 1 3  T h . ) ' h a d  a t t r n d e d  \ \ ' I l e n  I r o s s i b . e ,  D r l t

t h e y  h a d  n o t  a s  y e t  b r O u g h t  t h e i I  c h u r c h  l e t t . r s .  A f t e r  s e p t .  1 .  a r f a n g e n l c n t s  { c | c

n tade and Bro .  Eng le  u 'as  ca l led  to  be  the  pas to l  The chu lch  had about  reached t i le

p lace  where  they  wanted  a  fu l l - t in )e  pas tor ,  bu t  the) '  d idn ' t  succeed.  Bro .  Eng le  $ 'as

i r c u r e d  o n  a  p a r t - t i m e  b a s i s . ' l h e !  h a v e  s t a r t t d  a  p a l s o n a E : c  l u l l d  a n d  h o p e  r o  e s t a b -

l i sh  a  fa rn  p ian  fo r  par t  suppcr t .  (That  i s ,  the  min is te r  $ i l l  l i ve  on  the  fa rm and the

I \ len 's  Work  wou ld  do  the  fa rming  and use the  proceeds in  he lp ing  to  pa l  the  pas to l ' s

s t r la ry . )  Bro .  Eng le  u 'as  ins ta l r€d  a t  the  t ime o f  tbe  c . r l l l n lun io r  serv ice  o f  tha t  year .

T h e  i e g u l a r  c o m ; t u n i o n  i s  a l u ' a \ s  h r , i c l  o 1  t h e  f 6 r r r i h  ! : a t u t d a : ' a n d  S u n d a , \ ' t f  C < ' t o -

ber .  \ !6a t  a  beaut i fu l  t in te  th is  \ \ ' i s  fo r  thc  j l r " la l la t ion  o t  a  ne \ \ '  pas tor .  Bro  Eng le

so ld  h is  fa rm and purchased one nearer  the  church ,  so  tha t  the  work  cou ld  be  be t te l

r a l e d  f o r . ' l h e  c h u i c h  h a S  a l s o  b . e n  o b s e r Y r n g  c o n l ) r u n l o n  o n ' l h u r s d a )  n i g h t  p l e c c d -

ing  Eas ter .

One o f  the  chuLch cus tou)s  t ) ta t  has  da t rd  fa r  bac l {  in to  the  preced ing  ce) ) tu lv  )s

the  Saturday  comntun ion .  Cn the  f< . r - r r ' .h  u 'eekend Of  Octobc l  thosc  tvho  ha l 'e  l i vc r . l  a t

Pr ice 'S  C l .eek  can res t  assu ICd tha t  the le  l \ ' i l l  be  a  lnce t ing  there  ag i l i l l  On Satu lda !

n to rn ing  a t  10 :00  a .n t . ,  there  is  a  sc rV ice ,  fo l lo rv lng  u 'h ich  the le  \ \ ' i l l  be  d inner  se tVec i

t o  a l l  s ' h o  a t t e n d .  T h e n  a b o u t  2  P . n t .  t h t ' l e  u ' i . l  b e  a l : o t h e l ' s o r \ ' : c c .  
' I ' h e s - ' a r e  a l l  l r r e -

f i r l a t o r y  t o  t h e  c o u ) n t u n i c n  \ \ . h i d h  * i ) l  b e  h e l c l  a b o u t  ? : 0 C  p . m . .  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  
' t h e n

e, r r l y  on  SundaI '  n ro t  n inE l  the  f ( r l l { s  \ f  i l l  ga ther  fo r  n lo t  n lng  $ 'o rsh ip  a f ie r '  
" ' ' h i ( ' } i

abor i t  8 :00  a .n r . .  b l r ,ak fas t  \ \ . i l l  be  se l  Vec l .  Fo i iou ' rng  b l  ca l i f  as t  con lcs  the  ch i l c l -

T h e  C e d a r  G r o v e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  b e c a m e  a  s e p a r a t e  u n i t  i n

1 9 4 1 ,  t i r s t  b e i n g  s e r v e d  b y  R e v .  E d g a r  P € t r y  ( l r o w  a t  L t m a '  o . r  r s  p 3 s : o r ' .

R e v .  A r n o  H o l d e r r e e d ,  o f  N e w  P a r i s ,  O . ,  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  C e d a r  G r o v e  p a s t o r .

P n g e  T e r l
Poge ELeDetu

An  i n te r i o r  v i ew  o f  P r i ces  C reek  chu rch  as  i t  i s  t oday '  Remode led  - i n . 1941
unde r  t he  Pas to ra te  o f  t he  Rev .  Kenne th  Ho l l i nge r ,  t he  chance l  was  f ea tu red

in  one  o f  t he  l ead ing  f a rm  magaz ines  as  t yp i ca l  o f  Amer i can  coun t r y  chu rcnes

Ien,s hour of worship and then the retu'ar morning worship will follow which

is usually missionary cenlered. This euston was perhaps siarted -to accomo-

clite the membcrs who covered the 180 sq. miles of thc conBregation's terri-

ii,r:il nrev would drive in early Saturday-morning, stayed for !h€ great or "Big

ilr"lti"g tliy" ana then after co'mmunion ihey -would .go home :vith ,s.o,me-,members
*lho liied cllose by, and get up early Sunday and spend the morning at the .hurch, 8o
h()me s'ith sonie of the hembers for Sunday dinner, and tlren late Sunday.afternoJn

iijuno tn"i" way back to ttreir own homes. Perhaps the chor€s for this one time in the

vear had been left in tne trands of a neighbor. ioday this communion service is used

ls a grand homecoming for all u'ho ever lived there'
T:he church has bein definitely remodeled in 190?' 1918, 1934' i9i9-41'
'W€ 

are told that in 1920 tne dfficial board was made uo of ten deaccns and eight

rrreachers. Probably tnree-or tour or these minjsters would be classed today as retired

;;i;;i;;"-. 1vi6 th"" i"Li tn.t there were thr€e houses in the congregation, that does

not t""t" the official board so large as it would at first seem to be'' " -  
fn . "pu". t "  charts I  t ta"u U"tEa the deaccns who h:ve sc 'vcd U;e church and also

a l is t  of  the ministers.
o n e t h i n g t h a t m u s t b e n o t e d b e f o r e l c ] o s e t h i s h i s t o r y - s o m e t i m e s w e a r e S u r e

a chuich can not go fo"*aiA *ilhout an elder. I certainly would -not - advise doing

,,.iittout one, but t"ne e*tremefy'interest:ng thing is that no record has been found ot

*rr"i" ti,ur" was an elder in c'harge of thi ccngregation during the building. of 1' the

iii"tt.r"" at Castine, Z. ttte nousE at Price's Cieeti, and 3. the house.at Cedar Grove.
"^""B;;;;.,"any of the members moving out into various congregations there is one

church that is especiauy ;;ii-;; i" large" majority from these three houses. That of
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which I am thinking is none other than the present Richmond, Indiana, congregation.
The Brethren people tnat wanted city l i fe moved there and established a church, and
these three churches have kept feeding it.

May I express a bit of personal feeling and thanks in this last paragraph to the
church which so graciously took me in as their pastor (while I was young and inex-
perienced) and for the cooperation the members had and gave to me while I attempt-
ed to serve them in my weak and humble way. May these churches continue to grow
in the ways of Christ.

In 1934, Prices Creek Church of the Brethren celebrated its l0fth Anniversary.
In july 1984, Fifty years later the congregation planned a Sesquicentennial Cele-
bration.

In 1946 the first book on the History of the Prices Creek Church of the Bre-
thren, was written by Rev. Kenneth Hollinger, with Rev. Henry T. Barnhart serv-
ing as pastor from September 1946 - August 1955. Two hundred copies of the
first publication wete printed, at a cost of $100.00.

One project the cong'regation tried was to run a church bus to get people to
church that had no transportation. This lasted for a short time.

Somethine new for our church was the printing of the bulletins for each Sunday.
The builetins were sent to the shut-ins each week so they would know about the
week's activities.

In 1947, the Sunday School rooms in the rear of the church were redecorated
and at that time more Sunday School rooms were added. Our church was growing!

Remember the outside toilets? Well in the fall of 194? the church installed in'
door facilities. In addition the public address system was added to the church.
Then in 1978, a new public address system was given by the Friendly Helpers
Sunday School Class. A device was added to the system where the hard of hearing
were able to have earphones on during the service.

In 1947, the church purchased the Ware Farm, which was west of Central Road.
This house served as the church parsonage, and the ground was farmed by a work
group of the church. In 1953, the Flora Spitler Farm was also purchased.

From 1948 to 1959, we all were working hard improving our church. Some
worked on the outside of the church tearing down the old wood shed in 1948, the
revising of the parking lot in 1952, and the Church Yard Beautification project,
which nlanted shrubs around the church in 1953.

Others were busy helping to remodel. The 1951 project was the most extensive
attempted, costing nearly $12,000. A new well was drilled, the basement was low-
ered eight inches and a new concrete floor poured. A baptistry and modern kitchen
were also added. The basement will now seat 210 people at the table. The Home-
builders Sunday School Class had a plan to take out Silver Dollars and use the
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interest as a way of making money for the needed improvements. Speakers for the
public address system were placed in the basement, along with timer lights on the
church sisn and cross.

There 
-was 

a need for more folding chairs and hat and coat racks, which were
purchased in 1951. In 1953 more chairs and a chair truck u'ere added. Mv, we are
growing !l Membership was up to 165.

The days of not locking everything you owned were over when in 1951 the
church had the need to put the first locks on the church doors.

The Samuel  Harr is  Fami ly donated an organ to the church in 1951, then in
1954 an electric organ was purchased. It took several years before another organ
was purchased. in fact the last one was purchased in 1967.

In 1950, Chi ldren for  the f i rs t  t ime were al lowed to take part  in the worshio
serv ice.  There was a nursery avai lable for  the mothers and babies in the back ol
the sanctuary in 1952. In 1970, Harlan Snyder came up with a very good idea for
the nursery. He donated sound-proof paneling that was put in the nursery after a
decis ion was made to move i t  to the basement where i t  is  present ly  located.  I t  is
equipped wi th bui l t  in  cupboards and lots of  toys.

The improvements were numerous from painting the church and putting in new
hard wood floors in 1955, to adding new windows and blinds, down spouts and
eave t roughs in 1957. The American FIag was put  in the sanctuary in 1951.

The church auditorum had a new look in 1959 when the choir platform was
bui l t ,  and the donat ion of  the new pulpi t  chairs.  Then in 1965 the blue drapes
were replaced by the red velvet ones. In 1975 the auditorium was painted 

-by

Ron and Linda Smith.
We have gone through many song books. In 1953 we purchased the Tabernacle

Hymnal #4 or the Green Hymnal, then in 1960 the Brethren Hymnals were
purchased. We used the Red Brethren Hymnal so much we had to rebind them
in 1974. These are the books we presently use in our weekly services.

'iMw&taait

Almost every man in our church has helped paint the outside of our church
at one time or another. In each of the years 1953 and 1962 a coat of paint was
added to the church. Then in 1963 the roof was painted. Again the paint brushes
were manned in 1967 to paint the tower. The tower and south side of the church
were aluminum sided in 1970. The rest of the church was sided in 1973. Don't
put the paint burshes away yet, the entryway to the building was spruced
up in 1984

In 1959, the idea ol setling the church Farm and Parsonage and buying the
land beside the church was voied on and passed. A new parsonage would also be

built there. The Loren Van Ausdals were contacted. They agreed to sell us one
and one-half acres for $1000.00 in October.

In Apr i l  1960, a commit tee consist ing of  Luci l le  Mi l ler ,  Mary Cabiness,  Bud
Harr ison,  Paul  Bortner and Har lan Sn1'der was elected to p lan the new Darsonage.
The  chu rch  l a rm  and  pa rsonag€  we re  so ld  t o  \ 1 r .  Reke .  On  Ma1 '25 ,1960 ,  t he

new iand was lnarked by a l ine on the south s ide of  the church.  Stakes rvere set
for  the nes'  parsonage. Bi '  November 1960 the parsonage was donc txcept  a few
f i n i sh i ng  t ouches .  The  Ded i cn t i on  - se r v j cc  nas  he ld  Oc tobe r  9 ,1960 .  The  keys  we re
presented to Rev.  Warren Shoemaker b1'  Edu'ood Harr ison.  In 1966 the netr '
Parsonage x'as paid in fulll !

In the fall of 1954, the church road signs were donated and placed at the
roads. The Homebuilders Sunday School Class painted and hung some new church
signs in 1984. The Homebuilders have been a very active group of people all
through the years. They were granted permission to have an Ice Cream Social in
1957, but the social never took place until 1983. There was another new project in
1967 when some brave souls displayed a live Manger Scene outside the church.
Then in 1976 the class presented the church with a Redwood sign bearing the
church name. This was built by Bill Jones. This group of people bond their
friendship and ideas over the monthly dinners at church. There is always time for
a laugh or two. This ambitious bunch have compiled and published two different
cookbooks. The first edition in 1980, then a special one, entitled the "Sesquicen-
tennial Cookbook" in 1984. Their funds were used to purchase a recording system
in 1981 for the church. This enables us to record the services and send them to
the Brethren's Home and other shut-ins. That way thOse members can enjoy our
services, too.

The members of our church have been interested in the Great Outdoors. So
when Woodland Alters was acouired in 1960. the members were ouite nleased.
Eddie Leas,  Sr.  made plans for 'an Al l  Church Camp in 1962. This took place in
the Summer of 1963 at Camp Sugar Grove, and then again in the summer of
1971 at Woodland Alters

As the children grew older they spent some of their summer vacation going to
camp. Even this year, the church will send about 12 of our kids to Woodland
Alters to learn if they can Iive for a week without television, and learn a lot
about themselves.

In 1962, Ware's Chapel ,  West Manchester  E.U.B.,  and Pr ices Creek met for  a
2 week session of Bible School. Every since then it has been known as the
"Monroe Co-Operative Bible School".

The church building was again improved. In 1965, four more class rooms were
made in the basement when heavy curtains were placed along the east wall and

ffiWv
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across the tsapt is t ry.  tsaseboard heat  was instal led thrc ' rghout the u hole church
inter ior .  In 196?, the speakers in the tos 'er  were at tached to the organ as the
music could greet  the members and f r iends as thel  came into church.  In 1968, the
church held an auct ion and sold the ant iques of  the church.  That  sale took in
$61.00.  In 1971 another sale was held to sel l  the unused benches and dishes,  and
$48.50 was col lected.

Twenty,one new pews were purchased in 1971 for  $3175.00.  In the ia l l  of  that
year thc old church pews *ere sold to members and iami l ies oI  church.  In 19?3
the s ide steps,  ra i l  and door were replaced.

The Youth of  the Church have helped out  in manl 'u 'ays.  They have groun :n their
spir i tual  l i fe as wel l  as physical  l i fe.  In 1969 the second Sundal  in June uas designated
as Youth Sunday.  The Youth helped the Preacher by part ic ipat ing in the lorship
serv ice.  In 1979 the First  Youth Breakfast  s 'as star ted.  The menu included pancakes
and sausage. At  noon there *as also a carr l ' - in  d inner.  The monel ' f rom th is f i rs t
breakfast bought Jodie Pettit a remote control television set.

In 1983 the breakfast  menu * 'as changed to sausage gravl 'and biscui ts,  a long rv i th
plenty of  sausage pat t ies.  I  th ink the breakfast  u ' i l l  cont inue as long as the church
has Youth.

In 1970 when the Youth included Nate Garber,  and Dennis Bos'ers,  the] 'pre
sented a detai led plan to bui ld a Vol leybal l  court ,  Four Square,  and Shuf l ' leboard.
This p lan passed the counci l  vote and these *ere acquired for  $311.00.

In 1975, Reverend Lein inger and wi fe Ph1' l t is ,  s tar ted the Pr imary and Junior
choir ,  a long wi th the Bible Club.  This st i l l  cont inues in 198{.  The chi ldren cnjo_r
learning about the Bible and memoriz ing verses for  points.  These points are
accumulated and prizes are awarded.

In 1980, the Youth Sunday School  Class donated tape recorders to the Brethrens
Home. The residents can l is ten to the tapes that  s 'ere also purchased, a long u ' i th
the Sunday Services that are taken up to them.

In 1983, the Youth Fel lowship planted popcorn.  The,year s 'as not  good for  the
popcorn or  the area farmers.  But  the farmers didn' t  g ive up and nei ther * i l l  the
Youth.  The Youth have been very act ive the past  lew years.  The advisors srnce
1980 have been Dennis and Luanne Bou'ers,  and Dean and LeAnne Mi l ler .  The
Youth never forget  the Mom's on Mothers Da1' ,  and a baby s i t ter  is  never to far  ata.r ' ,
and they do the dishes when the Homebui lders Class can catch them. This is  an
awkward age to go through but  the Youth Fel lowship,  Jr .  Hi 's  and Choirs do a
great Job.

Lrnda Overholser representer i  our church,  in 1958, at  the N*at lonal  Youth Con
ference in North Carolina. When NYC was held in 1962, again our Youth u'ere
there with the help of Lew and Marilyn Dershem, Harlan and Emma Snyder, and
Warren and Dottie Shoemaker. Youth attending were Jack and Fanny Overholser,
Jerry Bortner, Mike and John Dershem, Karen, Janet and Sandra Snyder, Kitty
and Wayne Shoemaker, Claudette Oakes, Beth Ellen Richards, Mike Sheets and
Eddie Leas, Jr. This took place in Estes Park, Colorado. Cornell University hosted
NYC in 1966, those youth attending were Linda and Sandra Harrison, Connie,
Chriss and Phillip Elleman, Joellen Leas, John Dershem, Dennis Petry, Lois Bortner,
Janet Snyder, Rosie McRoberts, Wayne Shoemaker, and Phillip Sheets.
The older youth were Ed and Mary Jo Leas, and Bud and Grace Harrison.
The Youth had two representitives to go to National Youth Conference in Estes
Park, Colorado in 1982. Dwight Smith and Krystal Jones spent a spiritual uplifting
week in the mountains.

Just mention FOOD and that seems to be a common bond with the members of
our church. The year 1957 started the All Church Picnic in July of each year, and

in 19?8 the f i rs t  " t luess Who's L-oming To Dinner"  was held.  This is  an interest ing

s'aY to learn more about the Bro '"hers and Sisters of  the church.  You have to

part ic ipate to understand nhat  u 'e mean.
Then there is  a lwal 's  the Mother-Daughter Banquet,  and the Father-Son-Fami ly

N ieh t .
The Brethren's Home has been a part  o i  our Church for  many years.  Since

1937. i t  has senecl  as a ret i rement center  for  the elder ly.  The or ig inal  bui ld ing

has had several  addi t ions.  In 1952 the 2 story bui ld ing on the west  s ide was

added, then the 1962, 1966 and 1972 addi t ions which included a nurs ing care

bui ld ine and a nerv resident ia l  sect ion.  Di f ferent  groups in our church do a lot  of

volunteer $ork at  the I lome. The Women's Fel lou 'ship go up once a month to fo ld

l inen and mend their  c lothes,  the-r 'have even had Block Part ies and Picnics lhere,

t oo .  Th t ' Jun io r  I I i gh  ( ) r oup .  unde r  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  Bonn ie  Jones '  go  up  t o  p l ay

Binso the f i rs t  Satur lar  of  the month.  fhe Youth Fel lorvship had a Hi i l loween

Partr  for  the u 'hole Homc in 1983. \ \ 'hat  a rv i ld group of  scarr l '  creaturesl

Thel . take i lo l i r la l  Frui t  Baskets to the Fr iends and Fami ly of  Pr ices Creek.  Whether

:ou are ] 'oung or  o ld.  i t  is  a p leasure to go to the Brethren's Home.

\ \ -omen's F el lon ship has been verv act ive al l  through the church years.  They

hare servet i  meaLs l t  sales,  church nieet ings and funeral  d inners.  Thelma Bigham

has bet 'n t r l ' inq to teach the \ ' ( )L inqcr q omen the ar t  of  Qui l t ing '  Other ways the

\ \ 'c ,nren's l 'e l lorrship hrve served is  b i  monthl l ' rvork at  the Brethren's Home, by

helping to send art ic les to l . i1 i -ss ionar ie i .  b1-canning lood,  b1'help ing to replace th ings in

the church,  b1'hold ing f ru i t  sales ior  the Brethren's l Iome. by knot t ing blankets and
mak inq  up  bab l ' bund i t s  f o r  t h t  nee r l l ' .

Br t 'a, l  and [ 'up (  ( )mmunion is  he]d in Januar.r '  and July of  each year.  The
( ommon cup wrc used unt i l  19{? *htn indiv idual  comrnunion cups \4ere purchased.

Pr icr . ,< ( ' reek is  , rne i ) f  the few churches that  st i l !  has the Love Feast .  lVe have
se rv i ces  i n  t he  morn ing ,  t hen  a : l rDn  rnea i  cons i s t i ng  o f  Ch i cken  and  Nood les ,  F resh
Frui t .  and pies.  Services are again held in the af ternoon. The evening celebrat ion is
the F-oot  \ \ 'ashing Service.  Sundr.r  } lorning star ts out  wi th a brcakfast  of  Beef
Broth and Bread. Fresh l ' ru i t  and nrore pie l  Ooh, remember the apple but ter  and
bread. '  - \s  a chi ld grou ing up in rhe e hurch,  the memories of  th is u.eekend is some-
thine 1ou l luavs cher ish : rnd rv i l l  never lorget .  One ol  the manJ act iv i t ies of  that
morning is  lashing r i ishes and t r .v ing to f igure out  what happened to your favor i te
Deanut but ter  p ie,  then i t  comes to mind that  i t  was Bud McRoberts who was in
charge ol  the storrng and serv ins ol  them.

In ] larch ol  19811, Dean NI i l ler .  Luanne and Dennis Bowers,  J im Bigham, and
Larr.r' Shiverdecker drove to \rirginia to move Dean Mouk and family to be the
neu preacher.  He del ivered his f i rs t  Nlessage to us on Palm Sunday.  He has put
a lot  of  *ork into h is weekly messages,  a long wi th the busy schedule of  the other
church meetings. He is a member of the Monroe Township Ministrial Association
and the Darke County Ministrial Support Group. It is great to have a minister
that can preach a good Sermon but it's even more rewarding to have one that can
sing l ike a b i rd.

I t  is  in th is Spir i t  that  we give THANKS. I t  is  wi th th is thought we go
"Onward in Our Brethren Her i taEe".
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Ministers ond Elders in the Church
Jacob Petry -  moved here in 1832, Was elder unt i l  h is death,  June 4,1849.
John Olinger - elected in 1839, Died in 1847. Was the first minister the
church elected.
Wendel l  Minnich -  e lected 1848. Ordained 1856. Was elder unt i l  death in 1862
Was first elder ordained.
Taswell Gray - elected 1849.
George Si ler  -  e lected 1854. Ordained 1865 Served as elder unt i l  spl i t ,  1881
Alf ret  Ogle-elected 185?. He moved to Iowa in 1858.
Resin Stephens-elected 1859. Ordained 1881. Moved away 1893. Died in 1903.
Samuel  Petry-elected 1859. Ordained 1881.
H.P. Wehr ly-  e lected 1865. Lewis Hol tzmuel ler-e lected 1867. Daniel  Garber
Elected 1880. These three wi th Elder Si ler  went wi th the Old Order group in 1881
Luther Petry-elected 1881. Moved away in 1890 and back in 1916.
Joseph Longanecker, * letter 1885. First minister to be received by letter.
Ordained in 1900. Served as elder to 1918. Moved.
Andrew Mi l ler-e lected 1892. Ordained 1902. Died 1938. He spent h is ent i re
life in the church and for it.
Henry Eby -elected 1892. Moved away in 1907.
Tobias Kreider-absentee elder 1894 - 1900.
H.H. Petry-elected 1902, Died in 1904.
Sylvan Bookwalter- elected 1902, Ordained 1910. Later moved away.(at Oedar
Grove)
Herschel  Weaver-elected 1907. Ordained 1917. Elder 1918-1920. Died 1920.
H. F. Richard - elected 1908. Soon moved away.
Oliver Royer- elected 1911. Soon moved awav,
Lester Heisey - letter elected 1914. Moved away in 1916. (Cedar Grove)
E.S. Hol l inger- let ter  1916. Moved away in 1$26.(Ceder Grove)
J.P. Robbins-letter 1917. Soon moved awav.
George Stump-let ter  191?. Ret i red ministe i .
C.C. Petry- let ter  1917. Served at  Cast ine.
S.A. Blessing-abesentee elder 1920 - 1922.
B.W. Timmons-elected 1921. Elected at  Cedar Grove,  served there.
I.G. Blocher-letter 1922. Served as elder to 1928. Served as oastor from
1923 to 1928.
H. Jesse Baker-letter 1922. Served as Dastor and elder to 1937.
G.O. Stutsman-absentee elder for 5 months 0f f93?.
E.R. Fisher - absentee elder since Dec. 1937.
Kenneth W. Hollinger-letter 1938. Served as pastor until 1943. Ordained to
eldership,  June 1942.
Edgar Petry-letter 1940. Pastor of Cedar Grove Church.
Leland B. Emrick-elected 19112 attended Bethany. Installed 1943.
Roy Engle- let ter  1943. Served as pastor  unt i l  Sept .1946.
Henry T. Barnhart- served as pastor 1946-1955.
Delmar Moyer-  served as inter im pastor 'Dec.  1955-Sept.  1956.
Edwin Rodabaugh-served as pastor 1956-1959.
Clarence Priser-served as interim Dastor Dec. 1959-Aus 1960.
Warren Shoemaker- served as pastor 1960-19?1.
Vern Lein inger-served as pastoi  1971-19?9.
Tom Clevenger-served as interim pastor from Oct. 1979-June 1980. Then
served as pastor until July 1982.
Paul Kinsel- served as interim pastor from August 1982-Feburary-1983.
Dean Mouk- Now servins.

Deacons & Deaconnesses
7832
1832
1832
1849
1859

1865
I  5 0 D

1880
I E80
1881
18t i1
1 882
189?
1892
1 892
1 E92
1692
1 896
1 898
1898
1 9 i  1
1 9 1  1
191i ]
1 91{r
1 9 1 9
1!'27
1 929
1929
19:9
193.1
19;l-i
I  931
1 0 1 , )

1 0 1 . )

1  v ; i
1 9 ; 1
, v ) l

I  968
I  968
19tiE
1981
198.1
1984

Samuel J. Wehrly
George H. Wehrly

. .  Henry Petry
. . . .  Nicholas Bucher (by let ter)

Jacob M. Petry

Henry Hoff
. .  Jesse Petry
. . Levi Miller

. . . . . . .  A n d r e w  W e h r l y
. Aibert Coning
. .  M .  F .  Pe t r y
.  M. M. Petry
Henry Hovatter

. . . .  A n d r e w  M i l l e r
. . Daniel Hoff

. . Joseph Shaffer
i ,ewis Richards

Jacob Petr-v
John Wortenbaker

N. T.  Saylor
George Miller

. . .  C .  A .  B a k e r
. W. \r. Petr.y
Robert Wolford

Wil i js  Wandle
\ \ ' i l l iam Grossnickle

E:,ra l)eaton
.  . . F l a r l  Pe t r y

C. ( ' .  L i 'nganecker
. \ n : os  H t ' l l i nge r

Joirn Sr: r i ' th  rnr ived in,  by le l ter l
.  E.  ( t .  Burnet t

.  ( lhrr les N. N{ i l ler
.  .  Eh' in N.  Spi t ler
Har lan and Emma Snyder

.  .  Kenneth and Mar;v Cabaniss
. Edwin and Mary Jo [,eas

Par.rl and Irene Bortner
Roy and Vera McRoberts

Dale and Luci l le  Mi l ler
. .  . . . .  C h e s t e r  a n d  A n n a  B o w e r s

Jeanette !llleman
. . . . . .Na te  anc t  Beve r l y  Ga rbe r
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S. Ii Miller, Clerk

Prices Creek Church

Dear Stanley:

r h&ve had Helen to recopy The History of rhe prices creek church so that your copyrt 'ould be pla in ly read and not  so dim.-Also I  had her to insert  
" ; ; ;a; i  

pen com-ments on the other coDv that r presented to Bio. s."nh"ia. 
- 

i ;;;-";y'$oy that rdid not heve this bette'r-copv to pre"e.,i1"si-^-o;th-;;;;;;u"- d;;u';^iri"ugg"".,ng
three tiings: 1.' that the copy,r gave Bro. Barnhart !9 given ao c;;ii"; since tney aredirectlv interested in pricei-cre6k History; 2., tha.,trrioilreraini-";;vl';- sendingbe given to cedar Grove since they are aiso interested in History; g., that this plein
blue c-opy b€ for the Prices creek church and be filed with the clerk's records.f would suggest that you do.something about bringing i! up to Oai" a"a Leeping it upto date. churches and especially chuiches of the Brethren have been too careressabout our records.

An interesting footnote that could be added abol:t folks moving from the prtces Creekcommunity and migrating west over the National road mighf be inserted about thisinteresting experience r had after r hs,d written the Histor!. t *a" c"ri"a to hold aweek's meeting preceding Easter 1945 at the Maple Grove bhurch or ilre srethren insouthern rndiana. This church is located 13 mile; south of grazii, r;a., 
-;hich 

is onroute 40. In this small congregation r found a very elderly -inGter;y the name ot
John c. Mitchell. He told me that when he was 2 years otd he and hii foils teft the
Prices creek congregation and journeyed westward- over tjre ora 

-Nationai-road. 
rheyjourneyed to the beautiful river valley near Brazil, rnd., and then moved down thai

river valley a few miles and homesteaded there. rt was around his fattrer's family, plus
a few other members that had moved in there too, that the churches of the Br;uiren
in that community were started. But the micldle aged minister who was thLn serving
the church was Alfred campbell. (He looked enough like the campbells in Dixon and
Israel townships to be their brother.) He said thtt his grandfather had come from
Iaton, ohio. Although his father was still living, the fattrir was not a member of any
church but they had made.it possible for their son, Alfred, to go to a Brethren collegi
for a while and there he joined ttre church and later became a hinister. Thus the Map-ie
Grove church really dates back to the Prices creek congregation. rt was spread to
rndiana by members of  the Pr ices creek congregat ion moving'ou' !  over route 40.  ( I t
is interesting to note that Mrs. Don Gorbet whose husband sen'ed the Eldorado and
west Manchester u. B. churches recently, was a granddaughter of Bro. John Mitchell.
No one knows how many more churches throughout Indiana, Illinois and other states
west, may have had some of their main and beginning members from the prices creek
congregation.

r hope that this feeble effort of mine wiil create an interest in the hearts of the mem-
bers of your congregation and others to take more interest and do more about makins
and keeping church records.

With Best Wishes for the Building and Crou,th of the Kingdom of God, f am

Sincerely,

Kenneth \tr/. Hollinger.

Membership

1834 - 20 members

1849 - 40 members

1880 - 128 members belore the split

1881 - 75 members after the split

1921 -  280 members Three houses

1925 - 165 members after Castine became a separate congregation

1930 -  186 members

1940 - 225 members before Cedar Grove separated

9n - fi1 members after Cedar Grove separated 
-

1944 - 155 members At Prices Creek many have been lettered out, some
away, and some jsut realized they needed to take their letters with them.

194,1 - 382 members Total for the three churches:
Cast ine,  l54 Cedar Grove,73 whieh began wi th 20 members

1953 - 165 members

moved

1960 -  134 members

1961 -  151 members

1972 - 231 members

1978 -  243 members

1981 -  209 members

l98J -  186 members

I  A M  G R E A T L Y  I N D E B T E O  T O :

1. History ot thc Church of thc Brcthrcn of
Southern Ohio to 1920.
2. To the papcr writtcn by Ch€atcr Emrick
to r  the  centenn ia l  ce labre t ion  in  1934.
3 .  To  8ro .  S .  K .  Mi l l c r ,  c lc rk ,  fo r  chcck ing
somc datea and namct in thc clcrk't bookt,
and to r  rupp ly ing  in fo rmat ion .
4. To a host of mcmbcn who havc contrib!.t-
ed  in  thought  and ded to  my knowlcdgc  o f
thc  congreg: t ion  wh i lc  I  rc rvcd  a3  thc i r  pe t -
to r .

-KGnn?th  W.  Ho l l ingcr .
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