
Happy New Year!!!! Hope this new year finds you all well and happy. It was good to be back in the pulpit 
today. I enjoyed my week off. Last sunday we spent the day with Pastor Daniel Fullen and his family. I 
got to hear him preach last Sunday. He is the pastor at Good Shepherd COB near Tipp City, Ohio.  
 
We had a good Christmas Eve service at Price's Creek this year. We raised over $750.00 for the Monroe 
Township Food bank. Thanks for all your support and for all those who helped. We had 82 people in 
worship that night.  
 
May 2013 be filled with love, joy, peace and hope for you all. God bless you! 
Pastor Don  
 
 
“We Have Come to Worship the King” Matthew 2:1-12 Jan. 6, 2013  

 

Little Johnny was a bit confused. He told his mother that the shepherds got all cleaned up before 

they visited baby Jesus in the manger. Mother asked why he thought that. Little Johnny replied 

because the song says while shepherds washed their socks at night. 

Too many people think like little Johnny, that they have to get cleaned up before they can come 

to Jesus; but that is not true. Jesus will accept us just as we are, then He will clean us up. True 

worship comes from the heart. That is what Jesus wants, our hearts. Is He 1
st
 in our heart? Is He 

what we worship? The wise men said they came to worship the King of the Jews. What did we 

come to worship this morning? Many things can and are worshiped in the world today. Jesus is 

the only one who deserves worship. Is He the recipient of our worship? Have we come to 

worship the King? (Pray) 

 
Jan. 6 is known as Epiphany. It is the day the church celebrates the wise men’s arrival in Bethlem. They came to worship Jesus. They set out to find Him and when they did, they worshiped Him. Have we come to find Jesus and 

worship Him?  

An Epiphany is a sudden realization or idea into the essential meaning of something. It is usually 

brought about by an easy, simple, commonplace event or experience. An epiphany is that little 

light bulb going off in our heads when we say oh, now I get it. The star was the Wiseman’s 

epiphany. They were waiting for Christ to be born; so when He was they were ready. They 

searched diligently for Him until they found Him.  

Christmas is made up of lots of traditions. One of them is the twelve days of Christmas, which 

starts the day after Christmas and ends on Epiphany, Jan.6. Today therefore, is the twelfth day of 

Christmas and epiphany. Epiphany is a Christian festival that celebrates the manifestation of 

Jesus to the world. The wise men from the East, who traveled all the way to Bethlehem to 

worship him, were among the first to realize the Messiahship of Jesus. The Magi knew Jesus was 

the messiah. When they saw his star in the East, they knew it was a sign that he had come into 

the world at last. They followed the star all the way to Bethlehem in order to worship God in the 

flesh; Immanuel, God with us. By bringing gifts to Jesus, they started the tradition of giving gifts 

at Christmas. 

Traditions are great, but not all traditions are historically accurate. Even though the traditions 

portrayed in most nativity scenes show them being there; today’s text shows us that the wise men 



did not arrive at the stable the night Jesus was born. They arrived a good while later. Verse 

11says they entered the house were the child was. The text calls Jesus a child, not an infant; yet 

another sign Jesus was older than new born. Verse 16 tells us that Herod had all the boy babies in 

Bethlehem 2 years old and under killed. This is yet another indication that the wise men were not 

there at Jesus’ birth.  

Tradition says there were 3 of these Eastern Kings, but the bible does not say that. We are told 

that they brought 3 gifts, so we can see the logic behind this tradition. There is nothing wrong 

with following tradition as long as it is basically a good idea. 

The bible does not tell us what day Jesus was born. It was probably not Dec. 25, but tradition 

says that is the day we celebrate His birth. That is the important thing, celebrating the fact that he 

was born; remembering him in a special way on a special day. He is the king of kings and lord of 

lords, he deserves at least 1 special day, doesn’t he?  

Did we remember the true meaning of Christmas? Christmas is all about giving. The wise men 

gave Jesus gifts, God gave us Jesus, Jesus gave his life for us; what have we given Him? All he 

wants is our heart, have we given it to Him? 

Christmas is about worship. The wise men traveled all that way to worship Jesus, not just see 

him, not just give him gifts, but worship him. 1
st
, they worshipped him, and then they gave him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These 3 gifts each teach us something about Jesus. Gold 

symbolized his royalty. Jesus was born king of the Jews, just because they rejected him does not 

chance that fact. He will reign for ever some day. He is the seed of David, the rod of Jesse, the 

son of the virgin. No lack of faith on our part can change a fact on Gods part. The wise men 

knew the fact that the messiah would be born in Israel, but they did not know where. They 

faithfully put their knowledge into motion. Does our knowledge of Jesus cause us to perform acts 

of faith? It did not for the Jews. 

When these wise men showed up in Jerusalem looking for he who was born king of the Jews, 

they had the answer as to where he was to be born, but they had no desire to go looking for him. 

They had all the facts, but none of the faith; where as the wise men had only a few facts and all 

of the faith. Worship is impossible without faith. 

The Wise men brought Jesus frankincense to symbolize his priesthood. The high priest burned 

incense for the people and made sacrifices for them. He is our high priest. He made the ultimate 

sacrifice for us. He died for our sins. He is the Lamb of God which takes away the sins of the 

world. Which is what the myrrh symbolizes; it is used in preparing bodies for burial. 

Jesus did indeed die for our sins and then he was buried, but praise God he did not stay dead. He 

rose again on the 3
rd

 day. We celebrate his resurrection every Easter. Jesus has 2 special days a 

year! We worship a risen savior every Sunday as a weekly reminder of that original Easter 

morning. 



The Jews were not looking for a Messiah who was going to die for their sins, they were looking 

for a king to over throw the roman government and give them back their freedom and land like 

they had before. What are we looking for? 

Herod was afraid when these men showed up and asked about this new born king. He was the 

king and he wanted to stay that way; even though he was not related to David. He told them to 

come back and tell him where the baby was so he could worship him too, but he was lying to 

them. He planned on killing Jesus. God told the wise men not to go back to Herod, so they went 

home a different way. God takes care of his own. 5 times in the 1
st
 2 chapters of Matthew God 

directed people by talking to them in dreams. Do we listen when God warns us about things? 

Faith gives us direction as to how to use the facts that we have. The wise men sought out and 

worshipped the Messiah while the Jews he was sent to rejected him. But Jesus is not just the 

Messiah for the Jews; he is the messiah for the whole world. 

Not everyone neglected to look for Jesus. How do we think that these foreign men from the East 

heard of the Jewish Messiah in the first place? In 586 B.C., Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and 

took many people back to Babylon as captives. Some of these people were good witnesses for 

their God. Some of them must have told about their coming Messiah. 

Remember Daniel, Shadrac, Meshach and Abednego? We know they were good witnesses; they 

faced fiery furnaces and lions dens, but they kept their faith. Are we good witnesses? Do we 

share our faith? It was roughly 600 years from this captivity until the birth of Jesus, some of 

these wise men must have been good witnesses too. Does it strike you as ironic that these 

foreigners were aware of the messiah’s birth when the chief priests and scribes of the Jewish 

religion were not? Do non Christians know more about Jesus than we do? Did you notice that the 

Jewish leaders affirmed that Jesus fulfilled all the messianic prophecy’s concerning his birth, yet 

in 33 years they will be the ones denying him and scheming to have him killed? Matthew 

continually points out the knowledge of the facts about Jesus the Jewish leaders had and how 

they continually failed to believe. To we have faith in Jesus? Do we tell others the facts about 

him that we know? Do we witness for him? Do we worship him for who he is? 

When we know a few facts about Jesus, we can not help wanting to know more about him. Just 

like the song says “more about Jesus would I know, more of his grace to others show, more of 

his saving fullness see, more of his love who died for me.” We will want to worship Him all the 

time. When we truly desire to know Christ, we will not worry about any pain or perils we 

encounter while searching for him. 

We learn facts about Jesus from the bible. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which means house of 

bread. This is very appropriate because Jesus is the bread of life. In 2 Sam 23:15 David longed 

for a drink of water from the well by Bethlehem’s gate. Jesus is also the water of life. Do we tell 

the facts we know? Do we base our faith on them? Do we share them? Do we incorporate them 

into our worship? 

Simple Christmas carols give us the facts of Jesus birth. Some u might not even think of. 



Like these from the 12 days of Christmas. The main staple of that song is the Partridge in a Pear 

Tree which is sent on the 1
st
 day of Christmas. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus, the reason for 

the season. In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge that feigns injury 

to decoy predators from her helpless chicks. This reminds us of the words of Jesus found in Luke 

13:34 "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen 

does her chicks, but you would not have it so." On the 2nd day of Christmas my true love gave to 

me...Two Turtle Doves; The Old and New Testaments, which together bear witness to God's 

self-revelation in history and the creation of a people to tell the Story of God to the world. On the 

3rd day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Three French Hens. These are the Three 

Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love. On the 4th day of Christmas my true love gave to 

me...Four Calling Birds. These are the 4 gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. Together they 

proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ; how God reconciled the world to Himself. 

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Five Gold Rings 

The first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah or the Pentateuch: Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, which gives the history of humanity's sinful 

failure and God's response of grace in the creation of a people to be a light to the world. On the 

6th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Six Geese A-laying are the 6 days of creation that 

confesses God as Creator and Sustainer of the world 

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love gave to me 7 Swans A-swimming. These are the 7gifts 

of the Holy Spirit which are found in Romans 12:6-8; & 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 prophecy, 

ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, and compassion. On the 8th day of Christmas 

my true love gave to me...Eight Maids A-milking; These are the eight Beatitudes found in Matt. 

5:3-10: 1) Blessed are the poor in spirit, 2) those who mourn, 3) the meek, 4) those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, 5) the merciful, 6) the pure in heart, 7) the peacemakers, 8) those 

who are persecuted for righteousness' sake. 

On the 9th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Nine Ladies Dancing; These are the nine 

Fruit of the Holy Spirit Paul tells us about in Galatians 5:22: 1) love, 2) joy, 3) peace, 4) 

patience, 5) kindness, 6) generosity, 7) faithfulness, 8) gentleness, and 9) self-control. On the 

10th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Ten Lords A-leaping. These are the ten 

commandments: 1) You shall have no other gods before me; 2) Do not make an idol; 3) Do not 

take God's name in vain; 4) Remember the Sabbath Day; 

5) Honor your father and mother; 6) Do not murder; 7) Do not commit adultery; 

8) Do not steal; 9) Do not bear false witness; 10) Do not covet. On the 11th day of Christmas my 

true love gave to me...Eleven Pipers Piping. These are the eleven Faithful Apostles: 1) Simon 

Peter, 2) Andrew, 3) James, 4) John, 5) Philip, 6) Bartholomew, 7) Matthew, 8) Thomas, 9) 

James bar Alphaeus, 10) Simon the Zealot, 11) Judas bar James. On the12th day of Christmas 

my true love gave to me...Twelve Drummers Drumming. These are the twelve points of doctrine 

in the Apostles' Creed: 1) I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 2) I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 3) He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 4) He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended into hell [the grave]. 5) On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

http://www.cresourcei.org/creedsearly.html#Apostles' Creed


into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 6) He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 7) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 8) the holy catholic Church, 9) the 

communion of saints, 10) the forgiveness of sins, 11) the resurrection of the body, 12) and life 

everlasting. 

Christmas is filled with a lot of tradition as well as a lot of facts. But simply knowing the facts 

does not mean that we have a lot of faith. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of 

God. Do we hear God’s word/ do we know it? Do we believe it? Do we share it? 

Worship is more than just an hour on Sunday mornings. It is an attitude/ it is what we do with all 

theses facts we have/ it is sharing our Jesus. 

The wise men believed that Jesus is the Messiah, the Jewish leaders did not. What do we 

believe? What we believe is made evident through our worship. What does our worship say 

about our faith? Will we step out on faith in this New Year? Just what is it that we worship? Do 

we really worship God with all our heart or are we lying to ourselves like Herod lied to the wise 

men? Do we worship out of love for God or because it is our tradition? What is in our heart this 

morning, true worship or lip service? 

Have we come to worship the king? Amen, let’s pray.  

 


