
Hello everyone! Hope you are having a good week! Sunday was my parents 56 

wedding anniversary. They came to Price's Creek and we went out for 

Dinner after Church. Today is Ash Wed. Hope you all have a good Lenten 

Season. May God bless you and yours! 

 

Pastor Don 

 

  

 

  

 

                            “Obedience Leads to Discipleship”     Luke 

5:1-11      Feb. 10, 2013 

 

  

 

Bubba and Jethro always wanted to go ice fishing; but living in the 

southern part of the USA, there wasn’t much chance of that, so one Jan. 

day, they loaded up their pick up and drove to Canada. They stopped at a 

bait store& bought supplies including an ice auger. A few hours later 

Bubba went back for a 2nd auger. When asked why he wanted a 2nd auger, 

Bubba replied we have to hurry if we are going to get the boat in water 

before dark. 

 

  

 

Old Joe always wanted to try ice fishing. So one winter day he decided to 

try it. He went bought 1st class equipment. He fished for 3 hours and did 

not get even a nibble. Soon 10 year old little Johnny came and cut a 

small hole in the ice; dropped a piece of string with a pin on the end, 

and in 5 minutes pulled out a fish as big as Joes hand. Then 5 minutes’ 

later he pulled out an even bigger fish; and then another fish bigger 

than that. That was enough; Joe asked how did you do that/ what is your 

secret kid. To which little Johnny replied a mumbled response. Joe said 

what I didn’t understand you. Again the kid mumbled a response. Joe asked 

1 more time. This time Little Johnny spit in his hand and stated clearly 

“You’ve got to keep your worms warm.” 

 

  

 

2 men were fishing when the game warden came by and asked to see their 

licenses. One man dropped his pole and took of running. After a short 

chase the man stopped and produced his license from his pocket. Well if 

you have a license, why did you run the game warden asked? Simple replied 

the man, I have a license but Joe doesn’t! 

 

  

 

Sign in sporting good store. Give a man a fish, you feed him for a day; 

Teach a man to fish, you’ve got a customer for life. 

 

  

 



Some fish for hobby, some for sport, and some for a living. They, like 

Peter, Andrew James and John are in the fishing industry. That is until 

Jesus called those 4 men to a life of discipleship. A life of fishing for 

men instead of fish. Those men were successful at both. Peter reached 

3000 souls on the day of Pentecost. Souls are precious. Each one is 

priceless. Each one has been paid for by the blood of Jesus. 

 

  

 

Are we fishing for priceless souls or are we helping others break the 

law? 

 

It has been said that the only part of the bible you truly believe is the 

part that you obey. What parts do we obey? 

 

  

 

Christ has called all of His followers to be fishers of men. Obedience 

leads to discipleship. Are we faithful, obedient disciples? (Pray) 

 

  

 

  

 

The Lake of Gennesaret is another name for the Sea of Galilee. It is also 

referred to as the Sea of Tiberias. Today’s text finds Jesus on its 

shore. He is surrounded by a multitude of people. The crowd was so large 

that He felt the need to get in a boat and push out from the bank a ways 

so he could be better seen and heard. 

 

   There was always a crowd following Jesus; some for the right reasons, 

some for the wrong reasons. The right reasons to follow Jesus include the 

desire to learn, to grow and to worship God; the wrong reasons to follow 

Jesus include causing trouble and wanting to be entertained. Some came 

seeking the truth. They watched and listened to Jesus, trying to figure 

out for themselves just who he really is. Why did we come this morning? 

 

    Peter owned the boat and moved him away from the shore. Jesus sat 

down in the boat and preached and taught the crowd about the kingdom of 

God. We know that is what he talked about, not because Luke gives us 

specific details of what Jesus said, but in Luke 4:43 Jesus said “I must 

preach the Kingdom of God to other cities also, because for this purpose 

I have been sent.” For what purpose have we been sent? 

 

  

 

When the lesson was over, Jesus told Peter to launch out into the deep 

and let down his nets for a catch.  Jesus was a carpenter, not a 

fisherman. If He was, he would have known that you catch fish at night, 

not in the heat of the day. In the day time the fish usually go to the 

deep water, too deep for the nets to take them. Peter informed him that 

they had fished all night and did not catch a thing. Now if you or I go 

fishing and don’t catch anything, it’s alright. We are just having fun 

and relaxing. Just like that old adage says, a bad day fishing is still 



better than a good day at work. But for Peter and his partners, fishing 

was there work; no catch meant no money. But hear what Jesus said; “Let 

down your nets for a catch.” Notice Jesus did not say try again or see if 

you catch any, He said let down your nets for a catch. He was telling 

Peter he would be successful if he obeyed him. Peter obeyed and was 

successful. Do we obey when Jesus tells us what to do? 

 

   Notice Peter’s faith; I have fished all night and caught nothing but 

at your word I will fish again. Peter trusted Jesus. Peter believed 

Jesus. Do we trust and believe Jesus?     

 

  

 

Peter’s trust and faith were rewarded. The net became so filled with fish 

it began to break. Peter called for help. His partners came in another 

boat. Both boats were so filled with fish, they began to sink. Peter knew 

this was a miracle. He knelt before Jesus and said depart from me for I 

am a sinful man. Peter knew Jesus is holy. He knew God worked this 

miracle through Jesus. God told Moses in Exodus 33:20 “No man shall see 

my face and live.” The Jews believed that if they saw God’s face they 

would surely die. 

 

  No sinner can stand alone in the presence of God. We can only go to God 

through Jesus. He is the mediator between God and man. We are all 

sinners. Romans 3:23 tells us that we have all sinned and fallen short of 

the glory of God. Romans 3:10 says there is none righteous, no not one. 

Jesus will never cast out anyone who comes to him in repentance. When we 

recognize our sin and repent of it, Christ accepts us and reconciles us 

to God through His blood which washes away all our sin. Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. He will not cast them out when they come to 

him. Where else can we go? Acts 4:12 says “There is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Have asked Jesus to 

save us? Is He living in our heart?  Are we called by His name? Are we 

truly His disciples? Are we fishing for people?     

 

Jesus quickly calmed Peter’s fears. Do not be afraid. Then Jesus 

commissioned Peter and the others. He told them from now on you will 

catch men not fish. In Mark1:17 Jesus put it this way “Follow Me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.” These are the same 4 men he is talking to 

here in Luke; Peter, Andrew, James and John. Andrew is Peter’s brother as 

well as his partner; James and John the sons of Zebedee, were also 

Peter’s partners. Today Jesus is telling us the same thing. Follow me and 

I will make you fishers of people. Are we listening? Do we want to be a 

disciple of Christ? 

 

  

 

We become a disciple of Jesus by letting Him reconcile us, the repentant 

sinner, with God. After this, He commissions us to do God’s work. He will 

provide whatever resources we need to finish our missions. We each have 

different talents, gifts, and ministries, but we all share one mission; 

sharing the gospel with non believers. Today all Christian’s have Peter’s 

commission; to rescue people from lives of sin. We are all called to be 

fishers of people.  



 

  

 

God will take care of us, just like He took care of Peter. Notice that 

they made it safely to shore. They did not sink; the nets did not burst; 

they did not loose any fish. God provided for them, God will also provide 

for us. What God calls us to do He will equip us to do. When they got to 

shore, they left all and followed Jesus.  Jesus had provided for their 

families. This catch would support them for quite a while. 

 

  

 

Notice that steps Jesus used to call these men; first he taught in their 

presence. This way they would know his doctrine. Next he preformed a 

powerful miracle so that they could see his power with their own eyes. 

Then when they are convinced he is the messiah, he calls them to go forth 

with his power and teach his doctrine and convert many lost souls. 

 

  

 

He still uses this same formula today.  Following Jesus became the main 

priority in the disciple’s lives. Is it our main priority? It must be if 

we are going to be successful disciples. Eugene Peterson said 

discipleship is anything that causes what is believed in the heart to 

have demonstrable consequences in our daily life. What he means is that 

what we truly believe should make itself evident in our daily life. 

Solomon put it this way in proverbs 23:7 “as he thinks in his heart so is 

he.” What is in our hearts this morning? 

 

Do our beliefs flow out from us into the lives of others or do we keep 

them all bottled up inside and never let anyone hear the good news of 

Jesus Christ from our lips? 

 

     Notice that Peter went to church with Jesus, and then Jesus went to 

work with Peter. We come to worship Jesus on Sunday mornings and 

fellowship with him; do we let him come with us to work on Monday? If 

Jesus truly lives in our hearts, then He goes everywhere we go. 

Christianity is not a religion; it is a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Can others see Jesus alive and well in our lives? Are we a good 

reflection of him? Does our walk with Jesus present him in such a light 

that others would want to have a relationship with him too?  Does our 

relationship with Jesus flow through our business affairs?  Can people 

see Jesus in us at work?   Do we do all things for the glory of Jesus? 

 

   Not everyone is called into the ministry, but each is called to a 

ministry. Peter, Andrew, James and John were called to leave their nets 

and follow Jesus. Today, while some are called into a full time service 

of Jesus, every believer is called to follow him. Are we following Jesus 

this morning? Are we fishing for people? 

 

Following Jesus and being his disciple is more than just acknowledging 

him as Savior; it is committing ourselves to him 100 %. It is leaving our 

past behind and committing our future to him. God only has 2 requirements 

of us. First we must realize that we are sinful and need a savior. 2nd we 



must realize that Jesus is that Savior. When we know that Jesus is the 

only one who can save us, we too should be ready, willing and able to 

leave all and follow him.  We too should become fishers of men. 

 

  

 

Believers have the good news of Jesus Christ to spread to the world. Do 

we share the Gospel every chance we get? Fishing for lost souls means 

that we share the good news of Jesus Christ every time we can. Gospel 

means good news. We have good news to share. Good news: Jesus was born. 

Good news: He died on the cross for our sins. Good news: He arose from 

the dead. Good news: He is coming again. Are we ready? Are we helping 

others to be ready? 

 

  

 

On our road to discipleship there will be bumps, pot holes, steep 

inclines and dangerous curves. Jesus will steer us through them all if we 

simply trust Him and obey Him. Are we on the road to discipleship? 

 

  

 

In order to fish, we must 1st go to the river or the lake. The same is 

true when it comes to fishing for people; we must go to where the people 

are. Are we willing to leave our comfortable churches and set by the 

lake? 

 

    The Houston Post reports that On Dec. 19, 1991, the St Louis police 

chef was giving a speech to bank executives at the Equality Savings and 

Loan Association. He talked about what he was doing to make their city 

safer. His speech was interrupted by and employee who burst into the 

meeting to inform them that their bank had just been robbed. The bank was 

robbed while those who could have prevented the robbery were having a 

meeting about crime prevention. The same thing can happen to discipleship 

if we don’t practice what we know and preach. Too often the church is in 

a meeting while Satan is out robbing the world. Are we practicing 

discipleship? Are we making disciples? 

 

  

 

To be a good disciple we must know that Jesus is our Master. Notice that 

Peter called Jesus Master. Never the less at your word master I will let 

down the net. When we follow the direction and instruction of the Master, 

Jesus Christ, anything is possible.  Paul said I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me. Even catch fish when and where you 

should not be able too. 

 

  

 

Where Is Jesus asking us to fish? Are we willing to obey him? Even if 

what he tells us top do doesn’t make any sense to us?    

 

Are we willing to serve him with all our heart? To forsake all and follow 

him? 



 

Are we willing to follow Jesus and become fishers of men? Is our 

obedience leading us into discipleship? Amen, let’s pray. (Pray) 

 

  


