
At Easter Sunday worship the pastor had all the children gather up front 

for his children’s story. He asked if they noticed anything different 

about the church today. Little Sally yes, it is full.       

 

  

 

Why did farmer Brown feed crayons to his chickens? He wanted them to lay 

colored eggs.   

 

  

 

Easter morning at the breakfast table, mom noticed a bruise on little 

Johnny’s arm. Johnny, mother asked, what happened to your arm. I ate some 

Easter candy Johnny replied. “But eating Easter candy won't give you a 

bruise." Mother said. To which little Johnny replied "It will if it's 

your big brother's candy!" 

 

  

 

Like most religious holidays, Easter has been invaded by commercialism.  

Easter has nothing to do with chocolate candy, jelly beans, parades, 

fancy clothes and colored hardboiled eggs. Easter is about one very 

important thing; the empty tomb of Christ.  

 

  

 

Henry Morris said “The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

is the crowning proof of Christianity. If the resurrection did not take 

place, then Christianity is a false religion. If it did take place, then 

Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute truth.”  The 

resurrection did take place. The tomb is empty, Christ is alive.  

 

    John Scott says “It is fitting that a supernatural person should 

enter and leave the earth in supernatural way. This is in fact what the 

New Testament teaches and what the church believes. His birth was 

natural, but His conception was supernatural. His death was natural, but 

His resurrection was supernatural.”  

 

  

 

Scott continues by saying “Perhaps the transformation of the disciples of 

Jesus is the greatest evidence of all for the resurrection. It was the 

resurrection which transformed Peter’s fear into courage and Thomas’ 

doubt into faith. It was the resurrection which changed the Sabbath into 

Sunday and the Jewish remnant into the Christian Church. It was the 

resurrection which changed Saul the Pharisee into Paul the Apostle and 

turned persecution into preaching.”  

 

  

 

It was the resurrection that changed Josh McDowell from a partying, good 

time boy seeking the meaning of life into a Christian author and 

evangelist. He said he tried to disprove Christ but he could not explain 

away the resurrection.  



 

  

 

The resurrection separates Christianity from any and all other religions. 

Christians serve a risen, living Savior. It is because of Easter that we 

can face death with no fear. We may not know what the future holds but we 

know who holds the future. We know who waits for us on the other side of 

death; He who is the resurrection and the life.  Are we trusting Christ 

this morning?  

 

  

 

The Easter lily is a symbol of Easter because of its shape. It resembles 

a trumpet heralding the resurrection of Christ. The women were trumpets 

announcing the resurrection of Christ, are we? (pray) 

 

  

 

Luke tells us that very early in the morning on the 1st day of the week, 

“they” came to the tomb. Who are “they”? He tells us in vs. 55 of chapter 

23 “they” are the women who followed Jesus from Galilee. He adds here in 

vs. 1 that certain other women came with them also. In Vs10 Luke names 

some of these women, these faithful followers of Christ.  Mary Magdalene 

heads the list. She was the last one at the cross and the 1st one at the 

tomb. Mary Magdalene loves Christ, do we?   

 

       These other women loved Christ as well. They supported His 

ministry and now had come to worship Him one last time by giving Him a 

proper burial. Yes they knew that Joseph of Arimathea & Nicodemus had 

asked for& received Christ’s body, had anointed it and wrapped it as best 

they could, but these women wanted to take their time and do it up right. 

Jesus had to be buried before sunset on Friday because that is when the 

Sabbath started. The Sabbath is a day of rest and worship, no work is to 

be done, so they came early Sunday morning as the sun was beginning to 

rise to finish the job and do it up right. This is why Christians 

celebrate the Lord’s Day on Sunday & not the Sabbath day on Sat.  

 

     Genesis 1 tells us that God created the heavens and earth in 6 days, 

and rested on the 7th. The first day, the earth was void and without 

form. It was covered with darkness. Then God said let there be light and 

there was light. God saw that the light was good and he divided the light 

from the darkness. The light he called day and the darkness he called 

night; thus ending the first evening and the morning of the first day. 

The bible starts the week with night, so that is probably why the Jews 

start their Sabbath at night. God worked 6 days and rested on the 7th. He 

therefore established a pattern for man to follow.  Then he gave us a law 

that said remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.   

 

    

 

   This is why Christians worship on Sundays; we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus every Lord’s day. Sunday is our Sabbath day, it is 

the day we remember and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus 

himself established this new Sabbath day. He completed his work on 



Friday; remember he said it is finished. Then he died and was buried. He 

was in the tomb all day Sat.; the Jewish day of rest. Then on Sunday he 

began a new work; salvation by grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 “By grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works lest anyone should boast.” Christianity is all about 

faith; faith in the fact that Jesus died for our sins and then arose from 

the dead.  In John 11:25-26 Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the 

life. He who believes in me, though he may die, he shall live. And 

whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 

Easter proves Jesus is the resurrection and the life. No one ever brought 

themselves back from the dead except Jesus. Jesus is alive this morning! 

Do we believe this? Jesus is resurrected whether we believe it or not. 

Failure to believe the truth does not stop it from being the truth; do we 

believe Jesus is alive today? 

 

  

 

When they arrived at the tomb, these women got a huge surprise! The stone 

blocking the tombs entrance had been rolled away and the body of Christ 

was gone. They saw 2 angels who said to them why do you seek the living 

among the dead? He is not here, but is risen as He said He would. The 

women were afraid, but he said to them fear not. Angels are God’s 

messengers. God still uses angels to bring messages today. Although many 

times they do not appear as they do here and as they did when they 

announced His birth to the shepherds. Hebrews 13:2 reminds us to be kind 

to strangers for by doing so, some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

How do we treat strangers?  

 

God’s message to these women was simple. Do not be afraid, Jesus is 

risen. God knows our hearts and our thoughts. He knew why the women came. 

Those that seek Jesus have no reason to be afraid, they will find him. 

Why did we come to church this morning? Are we seeking a living Savor or 

a dead teacher? Are we seeking Jesus with all our heart?  

 

    God rolled the stone away before the women arrived at the tomb. Why? 

The stone was rolled away from the tomb not to let Jesus out, but to let 

us in. Rocks and dirt could not hold Jesus. He appeared twice in the 

middle of a locked room to his disciples and he disappeared immediately 

when the 2 men on the road to Emmaus recognized him. There is one stone 

though, that will keep Jesus out. It is the stone in front of our hearts 

that we must move before Jesus can enter. Jesus will not force himself 

upon anyone; we must invite Him into our hearts. Have we moved the stone 

blocking our hearts door? Have we invited Jesus into our heart? Is He our 

personal Lord and Savior?  

 

     The woman left the tomb remembering the words of Jesus. They went to 

the disciples and told them what they had seen and heard. The disciples 

were hiding and in fear for their own lives. They did not know what to do 

or to think. Jesus understands us. He knows our fears and concerns. He 

doesn’t want us living in fear, but in faith. The resurrection brings joy 

not fear. The disciples needed to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 

These women gave them that good news, but the disciples refused to 

believe the women’s report. Failure to believe the truth does not stop it 

from being the truth. The women’s testimony sounded like idle tales to 



the disciples. Fear shrinks our memory. Jesus told them over and over 

again he must go to Jerusalem and be handed over to evil men who would 

kill him, but that he would arise again on the 3rd day. Peter ran to the 

tomb to check out the women’s story. He found it just like they said it 

was. He did not see any angels, but he saw the linen clothes lying by 

themselves. He saw all these things with his own eyes; he heard the good 

news that Jesus was resurrected with his own ears; yet he left the tomb 

marveling to himself. Does marveling mean he believed or that he was 

amazed and confused? It should mean believed. V 34 tells us that Jesus 

appeared to him! There are at least 10 appearances of the resurrected 

Christ described in scripture between that 1st Easter Sunday and His 

ascension into heaven. There will be one more; His return.     

 

     Matthew 24:30-31”then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 

heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn and they will see 

the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 

shall gather together His elect from the 4 winds, from one end of heaven 

to the other.” Jesus is coming back some day. Are we ready? Our job as 

Christians is not only to be ready, but to help others get ready as well. 

Getting out the good news of Jesus Christ is an urgent message Christians 

need to deliver. People need to hear about Jesus. How will they hear if 

we don’t tell them? How will they see if we don’t show them? Jesus told 

Thomas in John 20:29 “Because you have seen me, you have believed. 

Blessed are those who have not seen & yet have believed.” Do we believe? 

 

     The resurrection is what sets Christianity apart from all other 

religions. Christianity is not a religion, it is a relationship. We serve 

a risen savior who is in the world today. We know that he is living no 

matter what men may say. We know he is alive because he lives in our 

hearts. The church is built upon the resurrection. Other religions teach 

good morals and ethical living, but only Christianity has a God who 

became human, died a physical death for his people, arose from the dead, 

ascended to heaven. 

 

Because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, He has promised to come 

back again some day and take his followers to heaven where they will live 

with him forever.  

 

The resurrection is vital to Christianity because it proves God accepted 

Christ’s blood as atonement for our sins.  Hebrews 9:22 tells us that 

with out the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. Jesus is the 

Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. He takes away all of 

our sins; each and everyone. Have we been to Jesus for the cleansing 

power? Are we washed in the blood of the Lamb?  

 

    Because of the resurrection, we know we need not fear death. 1Cor. 

15:55 “Oh death where is your sting? Oh grave where is your victory?” 

Death and the grave have no power over Christians because Jesus has 

conquered both. His resurrection shows us that death is not the end. It 

is simply how we travel from this world into the next. He proved that he 

is the resurrection and the life. Do we believe that he is? Do we tell it 

to others? 

 



  

 

The resurrection gives the church’s witness authority in the world. The 

Apostle’s most important message was that Christ had risen from the dead. 

The resurrection gives meaning to the sacrament of communion. Jesus is 

the bread of life; we live when we ingest Him. His body was given for us; 

His blood was shed for us. Are we living for him?  

 

   The resurrection gives us hope for the future, no matter our 

circumstances. It assures us that Christ is alive and well and in charge. 

Nothing happens without His consent; that he is always with us, even in 

the storms of life. The resurrection proves to us that there is nothing 

our God can’t do. No matter what life throws at us, God can and will see 

us through it. 

 

   When people hear about the resurrection for the 1st time, they too 

might fail to believe. They might need to check the facts for themselves, 

Peter did. And just like him, only a personal encounter with the 

resurrected Christ will convince them. Our mission is to give them a 

person encounter with Christ! We are to introduce people to our living, 

loving savior. Unlike the non Christian translator who said they are 

never going to believe that, when the missionary said Jesus arose from 

the dead, we must never assume who will believe and who won’t. Like the 

women, our job is to tell the truth, Jesus is alive. Whether others 

choose to believe is out of our hands. Jesus is resurrected, believe it 

or not. Are we telling the good news of Christ’s resurrection?  

 

     What God calls us to do He will equip us to do. Nothing can stop us 

except ourselves. Jesus said all authority has been given to me in heaven 

and on earth. If he has all the authority and send us on a mission, who 

can stop us? No one can; not hostile govern- ments, not the hard hearts 

of others, not ridicule nor insults. So if we have the unlimited power 

and authority of Jesus, what is stopping us from completing the great 

commission? We are to be messengers of the good news. All we have to be 

is willing. These women were willing to take the message of the 

resurrection to the disciples. Are we willing to take the message of hope 

to a lost world? The women believed what the angels said; he is not here 

He is risen. Do we believe? If we believe, we will say so. William 

Sangster was a Methodist minister in London during WWII. In the mid 

fifties, he developed a deadly disease that slowly paralyzed both his 

legs and his vocal cords. On the Easter shortly before his death, he 

wrote his daughter a note. “How terrible to wake on Easter morning and 

not have a voice to shout ‘He is risen’. Far worse, to have a voice and 

not want to shout it.” Do we want to shout it? He is risen! Do we believe 

it? Because believe it or not, Jesus is resurrected! He is risen! 

Hallelujah! Amen, let’s pray.  
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“Resurrected: Believe it or not” 

 

  

 

It was very early Sunday morning when the women arrived at the tomb. The 

stone had been rolled away and the body of Jesus was gone. Needles to 

say, this perplexed them greatly.  So God sent them a message. An angel 

is a messenger from God. He sent these women 2 messengers. The angels 

said to them “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 

He is risen. Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 

saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 

and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”  They remembered and 

they left the tomb and told everyone what had happened.  

 

  

 

But this good news was not accepted by the disciples. It seemed like idle 

tales to them. They failed to believe the truth. Now failure to believe 

the truth does not stop it from being the truth. The truth is that Jesus 

is alive; He did rise from the grave; He is the Messiah, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world; our personal Savior who takes away 

our sin and gives us eternal life. All we have to do is believe. Do we 

believe?  

 

  

 

Peter wanted to see for himself. He went to the tomb and investigated. He 

found just what the ladies had said; the tomb was empty. Luke tells us 

that Peter departed, marveling to himself at what had happened. What does 

Luke mean by the word marvel? Does he mean that since Peter had seen with 

his own eyes the empty tomb he now believed the women or does he mean 

that now Peter was as perplexed as the women were before the angel told 

them Jesus was resurrected and they chose to believe? 

 

  

 

Believing in the resurrection of Jesus is an act of faith. It is a fact, 

but we must choose to believe it if we are going to be a Christian. The 

resurrection is what sets Christianity apart from all other religions. In 

fact, Christianity is not a religion; it is a relationship with a living 

Savior. Jesus is alive! He lives! He lives in the hearts of His 

followers! Christ the Lord is risen today! Believe it or not! It is our 

choice. God gave us free will. Will we chose to worship, love, follow and 

honor Him or will we chose to live for ourselves? 

 

  

 

These women were living for Him. They loved Him so much they came to give 

Him a proper burial, but instead they found an empty tomb which filled 

their sorrowful hearts with love. It was love for Jesus that made them 

tell the disciples He was alive. It is this same love for Jesus that 

makes us want to tell others that He is alive, that He is the Messiah, 



that He has opened paradise for us. It is the resurrection that proves 

Jesus is the Lamb of God. If He was not the perfect sacrifice for our 

sins, He would not have been resurrected. Jesus said “I am the 

resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 

shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?” Easter morning Jesus proved He is the resurrection and the 

life. All we have to do is answer His question: do we believe this? Well, 

do we? If we do we will be like the women telling everyone that Jesus is 

alive. Do we spread the good news of Jesus’ resurrection? Do we believe 

that He is alive? Do we believe that he died for our sins? Do we marvel 

out of faith or because we are perplexed? If it is faith, then we will be 

telling others what we know, that Christ the Lord is risen today. He is 

alive. He is resurrected, believe it or not! Hallelujah and amen!  

 

  

 


