
Hello everyone, hope you have a super memorial weekend. We had a good 

picnic after worship at the Miller's.  

 

Thanks to Dean, Lea, and Dan for sharing their home and food with us.  

 

  

 

Hope you all get to share in a Memorial day service somewhere. Faith and 

the National Trail Marching Band marched in New Paris Sat. and performed 

at the Memorial Service they had Sat afternoon. It was a great service.  

 

                                     

 

I am enclosing the offertory statement I used Yesterday. It was my 

tribute to our fallen heros. May God bless thier families and their 

memories. God Bless the USA!!!! 

 

  

 

May God bless each of you and yours as well.  

 

Pastor Don 

 

  

 

  

 

Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was a soldier, physician and poet in the 

Canadian Army during WW1. On May 2, 1915 his friend Alexis Helmer was 

killed in battle. McCrae buried his friend, presiding over the funeral 

himself. He noticed how quickly the poppies had grown over the other 

graves. The next day, McCrae was setting in the back of his ambulance, 

staring at his friend’s fresh grave, contemplating the poppies, when he 

wrote down these words:  In Flanders fields the poppies blow Between the 

crosses, row on row, That mark our place; and in the sky The larks, still 

bravely singing, fly Scarce heard amid the guns below. We are the Dead. 

Short days ago We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, Loved and were 

loved, and now we lie, In Flanders fields. Take up our quarrel with the 

foe: To you from failing hands we throw The torch; be yours to hold it 

high. If ye break faith with us who die We shall not sleep, though 

poppies grow In Flanders fields.  

 

  

 

In 1914 English poet Laurence Binyon wrote his For the Fallen, 

 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young. Straight of limb, 

true of eyes, steady and aglow. They were staunch to the end against odds 

uncounted, 

 

They fell with their faces to the foe. 

 



They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not 

weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in 

the morning, 

 

We will remember them. 

 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again; 

 

They sit no more at familiar tables of home; 

 

They have no lot in our labour of the day-time; 

 

They sleep beyond England’s foam 

 

  

 

As we gather together this Memorial Day weekend, let us never forget 

those who paid the ultimate price so we can freely gather and celebrate 

the day which they truly earned and paid for with their own blood. As 

Abraham Lincoln said in his Gettysburg Address:  

 

“We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting 

place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It 

is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger 

sense, we can not dedicate, we can not consecrate, we can not hallow this 

ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have 

consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world 

will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never 

forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be 

dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have 

thus far so nobly advanced.”  

 

  

 

Brothers and sisters, this weekend as we remember those who have passed 

before, let us especially remember the One who died and is still alive. 

The Alpha and the Omega, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior who bought us 

with His own Blood. Are we soldiers in His Army? As we contemplate that 

question, the ushers will wait upon us. Let us honor the Lord with the 

giving of our tithes and offerings. Let each give as God lays upon their 

hearts.  

 

  

 

  

 

                                     “Choosing Our Memorial”      Psalm 1        

May 26, 2013 

 

  

 

The pastor saw little Johnny staring at a plaque on the wall. “What is 

this plaque all about preacher?” Little Johnny asked. “Well Johnny,” the 

preacher replied, “this plaque is a memorial to all our members who have 



died in the service.”  With a super serious look on his face Johnny said 

“Which service was that preacher, the 8:15 or the 10:30?” 

 

  

 

Service means different things to different people. It is what Christians 

call our Sunday morning worship; it is what we expect when we get to the 

restaurant; it is a set of dishes for the table; it is how one starts a 

tennis match; it is joining the military and fighting our countries 

enemies; it is changing the oil in our cars. 

 

Service is performing a necessary act that helps someone else. Buffet is 

a French word that means get up and get it yourself; which is what all 

restaurants would be if they didn’t have servers. Dishes and silverware 

keep us from eating off the table and with our hands; without an oil 

change, eventually our cars will stop running; if we never serve the 

ball, the tennis game will never start; if no one ever joins the 

military, we would soon be over run by our enemies; and if we never 

worship with fellow believers, our faith grows colder and weaker. Service 

is not about the one who performs; it is about the one who receives. We 

are not here this morning to perform, we are here to worship, honor and 

obey God. We exist to glorify God.  Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 “Let us hear 

the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 

for this is man’s all. 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, 

including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”  

 

Being a righteous person and walking the path of righteousness is not 

easy. It takes faith, love, trust, and strength to do the right things. 

It takes a lot of faith not to walk in the council of the ungodly, and 

not to stand in the path of sinners or sit in the seat of the scornful. 

In the Chinese language, the word righteousness is formed by placing 

their character for lamb above the character for the pronoun I. Our 

righteousness is secured only when we lift the Lamb of God high above 

ourselves and ask Him to cleanse us with his blood. Isaiah tells us in 

64:6 “We are all like an unclean thing. All our righteousness are like 

filthy rags.”  Paul tells us in Philippians 3:9 that when we accept 

Jesus, we get His righteousness. Whose righteousness are we walking in 

today? Are we like a tree planted by the water, bringing forth our fruit? 

Do we meditate on God’s words? Do we delight in the law of the Lord? Or 

do we walk in the council of the ungodly and stand in the path of sinners 

and sit in the seat of the scornful? 

 

  

 

As Christians we each choose our own memorial. We choose how people will 

remember us by the way we live our life. A Christian‘s life should point 

people to Jesus. We should be a living memorial for Him. Living for Him, 

loving Him and loving others in His name, and serving Him by serving 

others. Are our lives a living memorial for Jesus? Do our lives point to 

Him? Can others see Him in our hearts? 

 

  

 



How do we want to be remembered when we are gone? Do we want to be famous 

or infamous? Do we want to be remembered for being righteous or for being 

wicked? 

 

What memorial are we choosing for ourselves? 

 

Would you pray with me as we begin this morning’s message? {PRAY} 

 

  

 

  

 

Psalm1 is a wisdom psalm that contrasts the way of the righteous &the way 

of the wicked “Blessed is the man” means happy is the person who does 

these things. Happy is another term for blessed. All people want to be 

happy; therefore all people need to be blessed. God created us because He 

loves us and He wants us to be happy. He wants what is best for us. He 

wants us to love Him, so He gave us free will. We are free to choose Him 

or reject Him. He made us with a hole in our heart. Now before you call a 

cardiologist, it is a spiritual hole and not a physical one. Nothing on 

earth can fill this hole. It can only be filled by Jesus. Yet people look 

everywhere else for their happiness, but it can and will only be found in 

Jesus Himself. He is the only thing that fits this hole perfectly. Every 

person has a desire to be happy and no one wants to be unhappy, so this 

desire for happiness drives people to look for things to fill this void 

in their life; this spiritual hole that can only be perfectly filled by 

Jesus. So they end up looking for love in all the wrong places. They end 

up with things that cannot & will not satisfy them. Things can never 

permanently satisfy a person. They can only bring temporary satisfaction. 

Sometimes we end up with things that are morally wrong or with things 

that become idols in our lives.   

 

  

 

Therefore the Psalmist gives us 3 keys to finding this happiness. 1st, he 

tells us not to walk in the counsel of the ungodly; next he tells us not 

to stand in the path of sinners; and lastly he tells us not to sit in the 

seat of the scornful. These 3 words; ungodly, sinners, and scornful, each 

denote a different level of wicked people. First, there are the ungodly; 

they have cast off the fear of God. They neglect their duties to Him. 

This makes them become sinners as now they serve their own lusts and 

desires and care nothing for the things of God. This hardens their hearts 

to the point where they openly scoff at God and defy all that is holy. 

They become scornful. They look at God with contempt. They actually begin 

to tempt others to do the same. 

 

  

 

Ungodly signifies unsettled people; people who have no aim in life and 

walk by no certain rules or guidelines. They just do whatever makes them 

feel good or seems like a good idea at the time. Sinners signify those 

that are determined to practice sin. Some even set it up as their 

occupation. This leads them to be scornful; setting their mouths, hearts, 

and lives against heaven, God and Jesus. So we see that life without God 



is a vicious downward turning cycle that leads people farther and farther 

away from true happiness because it leads them farther and farther away 

from God. A righteous person sees this with a sad heart because a 

righteous person’s delight is in the law of the Lord. Upon His word they 

meditate day and night. This makes them like a tree planted by river. A 

strong fruitful tree that bears fruit in its season and has leaves that 

never fade and what ever they do shall prosper. 

 

     Since a righteous person has a right relationship with God, they are 

saddened by the lack of that relationship for the evil doers, thusly 

righteous people pray for the lost. James 5:16 says “The effectual, 

fervent prayer of a righteous person avails much.” Do we pray for the 

lost? Do we set them a good example to follow? Do we tell them about 

Jesus; not just with our words, but also with our lifestyle? Do they see 

Jesus when they see us? One of the ways in which the life of a righteous 

person is prosperous is that they bear good fruit. Bringing lost souls to 

Christ is bearing good fruit. Do we bear good fruit? Are we walking in 

the way of righteousness or wickedness? How do we want to be remembered? 

 

If we choose to be remembered as a righteous person, we must walk in the 

way of righteousness. In order to walk in the way of righteousness, we 

must not take advice from ungodly people. Taking advice from them is 

walking in the council of the ungodly. Who do we get our advice from? To 

be remembered as a righteous person, we must not stand in the path of 

sinners. This means that they are not to do what the sinner do. Do we do 

what Jesus did or what the world does? To be remembered as a righteous 

person, we must not to sit in the seat of the scornful. This means that 

we must not be comfortable in sin or accept wicked, evil ways. We must 

never get hard hearted and mock God or scoff His love & law. Are we 

comfortable with sin? Do we mock God? 

 

  Proverbs 4:14-17 “Do not enter the path of the wicked, & do not walk in 

the way of evil. Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn away from it& pass 

on; for they do not sleep unless they have done evil; and their sleep is 

taken away unless they make someone fall. For they eat the bread of 

wickedness and drink the wine of violence.” Are we eating the bread of 

life or the bread of wickedness? Are we drinking the wine of violence or 

the water of life?             

 

   Where do we get our advice? Do we listen to good Christian council or 

do our ears itch for worldly feel-good advice? What kind of people do we 

hang around with? People who seek God and His will, or those who mock and 

scoff at what God says and does? People influence people, some for good; 

some for bad. What influence do our friends have on us? What kind of 

influence do we have on them? A true friend will help us draw closer to 

Jesus, not hinder our relationship with Him. Are we true friends? Life 

has 2 paths; one is called the straight and narrow way. It leads to 

eternal life in heaven. It is walked only by obedience to God. The other 

is the broad path that leads to destruction. It is filled with 

selfishness and sin. Which path are we on today? 

 

  

 



Blessed is the person whose delight is in the law of the Lord. Happy is 

the person who meditates on God’s word day and night. If we are going to 

abide in Jesus, we need to meditate upon His word. If we meditate 

continually upon God’s word, then we can say like the Psalmist in Psalm 

34:1 “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be 

in my mouth.” Psalm 119:11 says “Your word I have hidden in my heart, 

that I might not sin against you.” Do we have God’s word written upon our 

hearts so that we might not sin against Him? Is His praise continually in 

our mouths? Do we want to be remembered for knowing and obeying God’s 

word?       

 

   If we do, then we are like a tree planted by the rivers of water. 

Notice it says planted, not growing wild, but planted. Christians don’t 

grow wild. They are planted by God. When someone plants something they 

take time to water, cultivate and feed it. They prune it. They keep the 

bugs off it. They take care of it. God does the same thing when He plants 

us. He has a purpose for each one of us; He has a goal for us to 

accomplish. If we are a live today, God has a purpose for us. We are 

never too old or too young to work for God. As long as we live, He has 

something for us to do. He has a meaning for our lives. We are important 

to Him. He loves us. He made each of us. We are all uniquely designed by 

God for His specific purpose. God did not make any junk. Everything He 

makes has importance& purpose. Only people make junk. People waste 

things, time & opportunities. People bring us down, God lifts us up. God 

plants us, prunes us, cultivates us, feed us and nurtures us so that we 

will produce fruit, lots of fruit. Good fruit. We are to bring forth 

fruit and if we do, our leaves will not wither& whatever we do will 

prosper. Everything about the tree is productive & valuable. So is the 

righteous person to God. 

 

Everything shall prosper is a spiritual saying. Not everything we do in 

life will be success -ful or financially rewarding, but the righteous 

person is always productive& useful to God and will be blessed by Him. 

When we apply God’s principals, laws and rules God will be glorified. We 

will bear fruit on God’s time table. Our lives will always have green 

leaves, a symbol that we are abiding in Jesus and that His words and 

deeds are abiding in us. Do we choose to be remembered for abiding in 

Jesus, producing good fruit for Him? Or do we choose to be remembered as 

being unproductive, unfruitful and ungodly?                                                                         

 

  The ungodly are not so says the Psalmist. He says they are like the 

chaff which is blown away in the wind. Chaff is the outer shell or the 

husk on the grain. It is separated from the grain at harvest time. In 

bible times, the grain was thrown up into the air. The wind would blow 

away the chaff and the good grain would fall back to the earth. Chaff is 

a symbol of sin. It symbolizes a life with out faith and direction. 

Grain, on the other hand, represents faithfulness. A life useful to God 

and directed by Him. God has made each of us with free will. We r free 2 

choose whether we r the chaff or the grain. Which do we choose 2b?  

 

    The ungodly are chaff because they have chosen not to bear good fruit 

for God. They shall not stand in the judgment. Judgment day is coming and 

one day it will be here. Will we be ready for it? The ungodly will not. 

On this day, everyone’s works& true character will be made known. Only 



those washed in the blood of Jesus will survive Judgment day. The ungodly 

will forever be separated from God. They shall not be allowed into the 

congregation of the righteous, which is heaven. There is only one way any 

person can get to heaven and that is Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus told us 

in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth and the life nobody comes to the 

Father except through Me.” The Lord knows the way of the righteous. None 

of us are righteous on our own. We are only righteous through Jesus 

Himself. Accepting Jesus as our personal Lord & Savior gives us His 

righteousness. The ungodly have refused Jesus, therefore they will 

perish. They are on the wrong path. God allows U-turns; by choosing Jesus 

can they get on the right path. 

 

Which path are we on this morning; the way of the righteous or the way of 

the ungodly? 

 

 Being a righteous person is not easy. It takes faith, love, trust, and 

strength to do the right things. It takes a lot of faith not to walk in 

the council of the ungodly, not to stand in the path of sinners nor sit 

in the seat of the scornful. Jesus gives us that faith. Will we be 

remembered for our faith? 

 

 This is Memorial Day weekend; a time to remember the brave men and women 

who died defending our country. We are free to assemble here this morning 

partly because of their sacrifice. Do we love God enough to die for Him/ 

do we love Him enough to live for Him 

 

We also remember our loved ones who have passed on. It is a weekend of 

remembrance. How do we choose to be remembered? Our true memorial is how 

people will remember us. Each of us are creating our own memorial by the 

way we live our lives. By the path we walk; by the words we say; by the 

fruit we bear. Do we avoid the council of the ungodly? To we strive not 

to stand in the path of sinners? Do we refuse to sit in the seat of the 

scornful? Our life is the only bible some people will ever read. Are we 

being a good reflection of Jesus? Are we bearing good fruit and green 

leaves? God has given all of us a choice of 2 roads; the way of the 

righteous or the way of the ungodly. Which one are we on? The path we 

walk greatly affects the memorial that we are building each day of our 

life. Will we be remembered like David, a person after God’s own heart? 

Or like Judas Iscariot, a traitor to our Lord and Savior?   

 

  

 

What memorial are we choosing to build for ourselves? Amen, let’s pray. 


