
 Hello again everyone. Hope you are having a great week!  God bless you! 

 

Pastor Don           

 

  

 

  

 

                                  1 Kings 17:8-24           “Miracles 

Prove God’s Power”          June 9, 2013 

 

A young woman brought her fiancé home to meet her parents. After dinner, 

the father invited the fiancée to his study for a talk. "So what are your 

plans?" the father asked. "I am a Biblical scholar," the fiancé replies. 

"A Biblical scholar," said the father. "Admirable, but what will you do 

to provide a nice house for my daughter to live in?"  

 

"I will study, and God will provide for us." the young man replies, "And 

how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she deserves?" 

asked the father. "I will concentrate on my studies, and God will provide 

for us," the young man replies. “And children?" asked the father. "How 

will you support children?" "Don't worry, sir, God will provide," replies 

the fiancé. The conversation proceeded like this, and each time the 

father questioned, the young idealist insists that God will provide. 

Later, the mother asked, "How did it go, Honey?" The father answered, "I 

have good news and bad news; the bad news is He has no job and no plans, 

but the good news is, he thinks I'm God." 

 

  

 

Like any good father, God provides for His children. One of God’s names 

is Jehovah- Jireh, the Lord will provide. God provides for us each and 

every day. Do we use what he gives us properly/ do we appreciate those 

provisions? Do we us them for his glory? Some times God provides for us 

by miraculous means. God uses miracles not only to meet our needs but to 

show us His love for us. These same miracles prove His power. Do we pay 

attention? Do we praise God for His miracles? Do we tell others about 

them? (Pray) 

 

  

 

Chapter 17 of 1 Kings introduces us to Elijah. We are not told much about 

him except that he is a Tishbite. This means he is from Tishbe, a town in 

Gilead. The name Elijah means “The Lord is my God”.  Elijah is God’s 

prophet. He is the first in a long line of prophets who continually warn 

Israel and Judah to clean up their act and follow God whole heartedly. 

Israel, the northern kingdom, had no good kings. Many of them, like King 

Ahab, led the people into idolatry. Chapter 17 opens with Elijah boldly 

walking into Ahab’s court uninvited and unannounced. Elijah proclaims “as 

the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 

nor rain these years except at my word.” Now Ahab had led the Israelites 

into Baal worship. Baal was thought to be the god of storms and rain, so 

to say it would not rain nor would there be any dew was a direct 

challenge to Baal. Elijah courageously confronted Ahab. Ahab and his wife 



Jezebel had led Israel into rebellion against the one, true, living God. 

Israel was at an all time high of idolatry. God responded with action, 

not just words. God has given us a whole book filled with His words; the 

bible. Do we read it? Do we listen to and believe His words? God 

sometimes gives us actions to prove those words. Do we listen to God’s 

actions? What miracles have we seen or experienced in our lives? 

 

  

 

God told Elijah to go and hide by the Brook Cherith. This brook was East 

of the Jordan River and far away from Ahab and the palace in Samaria. 

There he had water and God sent ravens to him each morning and evening 

with bread and meat. According to Jewish law, ravens are unclean animals, 

why did God use them? God created everything, & He is free to use what 

ever He chooses to complete His work. God can and will use anything that 

will allow themselves to be used for His purpose. Do we allow God to use 

us? 

 

   After a period of time, because of the drought, the Brook Cherith 

dried up. This is where today’s text picks up. God sends Elijah to 

Zarephath. 

 

Notice that just because the brook ran dry, God’s provisions for Elijah 

did not; they just changed. God still does the same thing today for us. 

One source of provision might disappear, but God will raise up another 

source. Psalms 36:10 says “Oh, continue your lovingkindness to those who 

know you and your righteousness to the upright in heart.” Are we upright 

in heart? Do we trust God to provide for us? 

 

  

 

Zarephath was 7miles south of Sidon. Sidon is where Jezebel was from. 

Ironic isn’t it, that God would hide and preserve His prophet in Jezebels 

own home territory. God has help for us always. Some times it comes from 

the least likely places. Like unclean birds, the land of the gentiles and 

a poor widow. Are we open to accept God’s provisions for us, no matter 

where He chooses to send it from? 

 

   In Zarephath, God had very poor widow woman to take care of Elijah. 

Elijah found her picking up sticks to be used for fire wood, so she could 

fix supper for herself and her son. 

 

  

 

Elijah is indeed bold. He had never seen this woman before and he asks 

her to fetch him a drink of water. At least he did say please, but then 

as she was going to get it, he asked her to bring him some bread to eat. 

She knew he was a Jew; notice she said as the lord your God lives. She 

was very hospitable. She stopped doing her own business and ran these 

errands for a total stranger. Would we do that? Put our business on hold 

and help out a stranger? She took time to explain her situation to him. 

She said she was gathering sticks to build a fire so she could use the 

very last drop of oil and flour to fix her and her son one last meal, 

then they would wait to starve to death. 



 

  

 

But Elijah said to her bring me some bread first. He said if you do, God 

says your flour bin and oil jar will not go empty until it rains. She was 

very poor. She did not have any fuel in her home for a cook fire. She 

only had enough flour and oil for one meal, yet she kindly did give 

Elijah some bread first. She trusted God to keep his word. Do we? Do we 

trust God? Do we put His work first in our lives? She trusted God and He 

kept His word. She and her family ate for many days it says. The flour 

and the oil never ran out. Each day there was always enough for a meal. 

God is faithful and just. He always keeps his word. Do we trust Him? 

 

   A little faith goes along way. This gentile woman stepped out on 

faith, God delivered on His promise. Even though they were in the middle 

of a drought and food was scarce, God took care of them. The continual 

supply of flour and oil reminded both Elijah and the widow of God’s 

constant love and care for them. They are a lesson to us as well. Paul 

tells us in Philippians 4:19 “My God shall supply all your needs 

according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” God will provide for 

his children. Do we believe that? Are we his children? Have we given Him 

control of our lives? Does He live in our hearts? God promises to take 

care of his children. Psalms 37:18-19 says “the Lord knows the days of 

the upright, and their inheritance shall be forever. They shall not be 

ashamed in the evil time, and in the days of famine they shall be 

satisfied.” God knows our circumstances. God provides for us. All we have 

to do is trust him. Do we trust him? Do we believe he will provide? Do we 

believe he is Jehovah-Jireh?   

 

  

 

Now just because we believe, doesn’t mean all will go smoothly. Bad 

things can still happen. And if and when they do, some people will tell 

us it is our fault. 

 

It is punishment for our sins. They will tell us we brought it on our 

selves. We may have, we may not have; it might be punishment for our 

sins, it might not be. We must not jump to conclusions like that. That is 

what Job’s friends did. They were wrong, so might we be.        

 

    Now the drought was defiantly a punishment upon Israel for her 

idolatry. God warned them back in Deuteronomy 11:16-17 “Take heed to 

yourselves, lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve 

other gods & worship them, lest the Lord’s anger be aroused against you 

and he shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the land yield 

no produce and you perish quickly from the good land which the Lord is 

giving you.” Baal worship definitely brought about this drought which 

James tells us lasted 3 ½ years. But the bad thing that befell the widow 

chapter was not punishment for her sin as she thought it was. Her son got 

sick and died. But God is good. He gave him back to her. Miracles prove 

to us over and over again the power and love of God. This miracle 

solidified the widow’s faith. She now knew that Elijah’s God is the true 

living God and that Elijah was indeed a man of God. God proved he was not 



just the God of the Israelites but of the gentiles as well. God proved 

that He is the creator and giver of life. 

 

  

 

Through this tragedy turned miracle, 3 things were accomplished. First, 

the woman was forced to examine her heart. Did she have unconfessed sin? 

Did she truly believe Elijah was a prophet of the one true living God? Is 

there anything too hard for the God of Israel to do?  2nd God’s power was 

displayed to her again; this time in a resurrection of her only son. God 

is the only source of life. He and He alone is the giver and sustainer of 

all life. Lastly, she was convinced that God’s word is truth and that 

Elijah spoke God’s words. 

 

  

 

 Through her suffering, God made himself known to her. He became real to 

her. He was with her through each tragedy. He will be with us too through 

each tragedy we face. All we have to do is trust him. Do we trust God? In 

Matthew 6:11 Jesus tells us to ask God to give us this day our daily 

bread. Do we do that? Do we believe that he will? Elijah and the widow 

believe. In John 6: 48-51 Jesus says “I am the bread of life. 49 Your 

fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the 

bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. 

51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of 

this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My 

flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”   

 

  

 

God provides for all our needs; spiritual as well as physical. He also 

provided for our most important need; forgiveness of our sins. We have 

that through Jesus Christ, the propitiation, the atonement, for our sins. 

We need physical food to sustain this earthly life and we need spiritual 

food to sustain our souls. Prayer and bible study give us spiritual food. 

Are we having a drought and a famine in our spiritual walk? 

 

  

 

Some tragedy comes to everyone at some time in their life. Jesus is not 

only our sin bearer; he is also our sorrow bearer. 1 Peter 5:7 “casting 

all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” He will be there with us 

through each tragedy. If we let him; if we don’t push him away. Do we 

embrace Jesus at all times? 

 

  

 

God promised to meet all our needs. Do we trust Him to do that? If we 

trust him we too could see a miracle. Do we let him provide for us? 

 

The most important part of our spiritual journey is trust in God; to take 

him at his word. To believe in him. This faith will not only help us 

through this life, it will get us into heaven for eternity. Do we trust 

God to meet our physical needs? 



 

Do we trust him to forgive us of our sins through the blood of Jesus? 

 

Do we trust him when tragedy strikes? 

 

Do we trust him to give us a bottomless flour bin? Do we trust Him for 

our eternal life? 

 

  

 

Faith is the bridge between promise and assurance. Every miracle begins 

with a step of faith; an act of obedience. The widow did indeed bring 

Elijah a cup of water and a piece of bread. What is God asking us to do? 

Do we love Him enough to be faithful& obedient? 

 

  

 

Perhaps the best miracle in Elijah’s life was his personal relationship 

with God. Every one of us can have a personal relationship with God as 

well. That is what Christianity is, a personal relationship with God. How 

is our relationship with God this morning? 

 

  

 

Miracles need to be shared because they are not just for the benefit of 

those who receive them. They benefit everyone. Miracles build our faith. 

Romans 10:17 says “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.” Do we share what God has done for us? One way God reveals 

His power is through His miracles. These miracles also reveal His love 

for us. God’s love is to be shared. His power is to be revered. Do we 

revere God? Do we share God’s love? Are we aware of His miracles and do 

we give Him proper thanks for them? Can people tell that we are 

Christians? Do we speak the true word of God? Is the word of the Lord in 

our hearts?” Amen, let’s pray. 


