
 Hello again everyone, Happy 4th of July!!!! Happy Birthday America!!! 

We had a good time at conference.  Enjoyed touring the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte. If 

you are ever there, it is a must see.  Glad to be home.  

enjoyed 4th of July fireworks with my brothers in law in New Madison on the 4th. 

Also enjoyed fireworks and cook out at my cousins on sat. Thanks Kevin and Pam! 

Patty got to preach for my friend Daniel Fullen at his church, Good Shepherd in Ginghamsbig, 

Ohio Sunday. Then Mom and dad gave us thier tickets to the play in Brookville. "Annie" . It was 

a very good show. 

Please keep praying fpr my parents as mom battles her cancer. Thank you.       

Now may God bless and keep you. In His service,  

Pastor Don 

  

  

                              “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness”      July 7, 2013     John 10:7-10 

What do a healthy person and the United States have in common? They both have good 

constitutions! When the history teacher asked where the declaration of independence was signed, 

little Johnny replied at the bottom.  

    On July 4, 1776, our forefathers declared their independence from England by signing the 

declaration of independence. This great document starts with these words; 

   “When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation.  We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; that among 

these are Life, Liberty & the pursuit of Happiness.        

     That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, & to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as 

to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety& happiness.” 



     237 years ago America was founded upon Christian principles, standards and morals. Do we 

still stand for these things? R we still a Christian nation today? R we firmly rooted in God’s 

word, law &teachings/ is r God still the God of Abraham, Isaac& Jacob? (Pray) 

  

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; one could say that that is the motto of America. But 

can America actually give us these things? The Declaration of Independence, the bill of rights 

and the Constitution of the United Sates are indeed great documents; perhaps the greatest 

documents in the free world, but they can not give us life. No piece of paper can give life; only 

God can give life. Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were 

born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”      

God made each& every one of us. He did not make us all to be prophets but He did give each of 

us our own mission and equipped us to carry it out. We are each unique, made by God Himself 

for a specific purpose. Are we letting God use us to complete His purpose?  

  

All life comes from God. Gen.1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

And on the 6
th

 day, Gen. 1:27 tells us that God created man in His own image. Gen 2:7 tells us 

that God made man out of the dust of the ground; “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of 

the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” 

 God gives life, not any nation. And Jesus gives us life more abundantly. When Jesus tells us that 

He gives life more abundantly, He is referring to eternal life. Life with Christ here on earth can 

and does reach a much higher quality than the lives of those who do not have Christ, but when 

we get to heaven, we will find a life that is complete and perfect. Christ is not only the Good 

Shepherd; He is the door of the sheep pen. At night, some shepherds would lay across the 

entrance to the sheepfold. This would keep predators out and keep the sheep in. Jesus said He 

was the door and those who came before him where thieves and robbers. What did He mean by 

this? He was referring to the Pharisees. Most of them did not care about the people; they just 

wanted a cushy life for themselves. Thieves take life, the shepherd gives it.  

Jesus gives us eternal life. He is the only way for anyone to get eternal life. In John 14:6 Jesus 

said “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Have 

we come to God through the blood of Christ?  

     Coming to God through the blood of Christ means that we are born again spiritually. In John 

3, Jesus had a chat with a Pharisees named Nicodemus. Hear the words of John 3:3-8; “Jesus 

answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.” 
4 

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 

he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 

of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8 
The wind 



blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 

where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Being born of the spirit gives us liberty. 

  

Patrick Henry said “Give me liberty, or give me death.” What do we think of when we hear the 

word liberty? Do we think of a bell in Philadelphia? A statue in the harbor of New York City? A 

weekend pass for a sailor? Or do we think of freedom? Freedom is what liberty means. God 

gives us liberty; yet he gives us rules to live by. Are we obeying them? God’s liberty means that 

we are free from our sins; we are no longer slaves to sin. 

  

Liberty doesn’t mean that we are free to keep on sinning but that we have been forgiven through 

the blood of Christ. Jesus said in John 8:34-36 “Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 
35 

And a slave does not abide in the house 

forever, but a son abides forever.
36 

Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 

indeed.” The blood of Christ frees us from all our sin and makes us a child of God. The Psalmist 

assures us that when we receive forgiveness, we are forgiven. Psalm 103:12 “As far as the east is 

from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Liberty also means that since 

we are forgiven, we don’t need to feel guilty any more. East and west never meet; When He 

forgives us, God forgets our sins. Since He does not remember them any more, neither should 

we. Liberty is a clear conscience with God. Are our consciences clear?  

    Now since we are forgiven, Peter warns us to stay out of sin. 1Peter 2:16 “as free, yet not 

using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God.” When Christ comes to live in our 

heart, He changes it so that we seek to please Him and not ourselves. He helps us to overcome 

temptations and live a life pleasing in his sight. Liberty helps us serve God with all our heart. We 

are no longer slaves to sin but slaves to Christ. This does not mean that we will never sin again; 

it means that we have chosen to live a life that brings God glory. Christians are people that chose 

to pursue happiness by pleasing God.  

    America is the land of the free and the home of the brave. It is also the land of opportunity. 

We have lots of things in America to keep us busy and happy. Lots of things to do that allegedly 

help us pursue happiness. Happiness is something a person will never find in things. Jesus is the 

only source of true happiness. That is why we say the pursuit of happiness, because we will only 

find it in Jesus. Have we found it yet? Are we looking for it in the right places? Nothing but 

Jesus will bring us everlasting happiness. Don’t take my word for it, take Solomon’s.  

Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived. He had everything, wisdom, wealth, fame, love, 

freedom, power and might. Still there was something missing. You see, Solomon had drifted 

away from God. He struggled a lot; he toiled and doubted and then one day he realized the 

problem; he had moved away from God. God will never leave us nor forsake us, so if God seems 

far away, guess who moved; it’s not Him. Finally Solomon returned to God. He wrote a book 



about his experience. It is the book of Ecclesiastes. Read it for yourself, see what you learn. The 

main thing to learn is 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep 

His commandments, for this is man’s all.” This is why we exist; to bring glory to God. Are we 

doing that? We are here to make God happy, not ourselves. We are here to serve Him, not us. 

Who are we serving today? 

  

When we make God happy, we will find that we have made ourselves happy as well. As 

Christians, pleasing God pleases us. But don’t let anyone fool you; Christians will not be happy 

all the time. We still live in this mean, hard, cruel world. We still face disappointment, pain and 

suffering. There are times when we will be sad, but God is right there with us in the storm. He 

will carry us through the hard times. In Phil. 4:11 Paul says that “I have learned in whatever 

state I am, to be content”. Are we content with God?  

  

We have the same Holy Spirit that indwelled Paul; do we listen to Him and follow Him like Paul 

did? If we want to be truly happy, we need to give our lives completely over to God. Is He our 

lord and master? Is America still a Christian nation? 

  

If you look at some of the laws we have past recently, we must say no. But can we become a 

Christian nation again? Of course we can. If we repent, if we follow God with all our heart. 

Repent means to not only be sorry for what we have done, but to stop it; to turn from it and go in 

the opposite direction. We need to turn around and follow God.  

2Chronicles 7:14 says “if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and 

pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land.”  Are we willing to repent & return to God? Are we willing 

to be His people, to live by His rules and live for His glory? America needs God’s blessing 

today. We can’t get it without repentance and renewal.  

  

It is time once again for we Christians to take a stand for God. In 1776, 56 brave American 

Patriots took a stand. By signing their names to the declaration of Independence, they put their 

lives on the line. You see, to us they are heroes and patriots; to King George they were traitors 

and rebels. If we would have lost the Revolutionary War, they would have been executed as 

such. They measured the cost and took a stand.   

What do we believe in enough to risk our lives for? Are we willing to stand up for Jesus? 

Dieing for a cause is easy; it is the living for it that is hard. r we willing to live for Jesus?  



  

In Matthew 10:32-33 Jesus said “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I 

confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 
33 

But whosoever shall deny me before men, 

him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”  Are we willing to take a stand for 

God? Standing for Christ is the only place we are sure to find life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness. Are we living for Christ today or are we living for ourselves? Are we in the lord’s, or 

in His secret service? 

God does not have a secret service. Men have secrets; God doesn’t. God wants everybody to 

know Him. Are we telling them about Him? Our lives are the only bibles some people will ever 

read; what are we telling them? 

  

True independence can only be found through dependence upon Jesus. Nathan Hale said “My 

only regret is that I have but one life to give for my country.” Jesus said in 

John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.  Are 

we Jesus’ friends? Vs. 14 says we are, if we obey Jesus. 
14 “

You are My friends if you do 

whatever I command you. 
15 

No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what 

his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I 

have made known to you. 
16 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in 

My name He may give you. 
17 

These things I command you, that you love one another.”   

  

So are we Jesus’ friend? Do we love one another? Do we go and bear fruit? Jesus died so that we 

could have life and have it more abundantly. Do we have abundant life? Are we sharing it? Are 

we enjoying our liberty that we have through Christ? Are we pursuing the happiness that we can 

only find in Christ?  

“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 

pasture. 
10 

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that 

they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  Amen; let’s pray. 

  

  

  

 


