
Hello again everyone. Here is Sunday's sermon, hope you like it. Have a great week! 

   We will be taking communion next Sunday. It is open to all Christians in good standing with 

Jesus. You do not have to be a member of Price's Creek, just a Member of Jesus Christ.   

May the Lord blessa nd keep you, may He make His face to shine upon you and give you His 

peace.         

Pastor Don            

  

  

                      Luke 10:38-42      “Working For or Serving Jesus”    July 21, 2013 

A man walking down the sidewalk in Belfast, Ireland was accosted by a knife-wielding terrorist. 

As the terrorist put the knife to his throat, he said “Quick laddy, tell me, be ye Protestant or 

Catholic?” After a moment of thought the man answered “well actually sir, I’m a Jew.”  “A Jew 

now is it, aren’t I the luckiest Moslem in all of Ireland.” 

  

Worry, fear and anxiety go hand in hand. Worry is constantly thinking something bad will 

happen to your brand new Lexus. Fear is just waiting for it to happen. Anxiety is watching your 

mother-in-law drive it off a cliff.  

  

Sometimes we bring on our own anxiety by trying to do too much. In today’s text Martha tried to 

do too much. 1 thing was needed Jesus told her, and that was to hear and obey his voice. When 

we try to do too much, the stress, worry, and anxiety drown out our master’s voice. Are we 

listening to and obeying the voice of Jesus, or is it just a hum in the back ground as we work 

away, performing our duty, while we miss out on the blessing of His presence? Are we working 

for Jesus or are we serving Him? (Pray) 

  

Luke doesn’t name the town that Jesus and His disciples stopped in, but if these sisters are 

Lazarus’ sisters, which they probably are, then today’s text takes place in Bethany, a town just 2 

miles East of Jerusalem. These 3 were friends of Jesus. They were made famous when Jesus 

raised Lazarus from the dead in John 11. Many scholars believe that Martha is a widow and her 

brother Lazarus and her sister Mary lived in her house with her. She welcomes Jesus and His 

disciples into her home. And as any good hostess, she sets about providing refreshments and 

nourishment for them. And as Jesus always did, he began teaching. Mary sat at His feet and 

listened intently to what He was saying while Martha busied herself serving her guests. 



  

Martha was a good hostess; maybe too good. She was so busy with providing for her guests that 

she in reality was ignoring them. She was not visiting with them or enjoying their company; she 

was too busy serving them. They were a chore to her instead of a blessing. She had no time to 

listen to the words of Jesus or to visit with her guests. 

Are we too busy to enjoy Jesus? 

  

Like any sibling who thinks they are doing all the work, she turns tattle tail and tells Jesus 

instead of mommy and daddy that Mary is not helping with the chores. She asks him if he 

doesn’t care that she is doing all the work. She expected Jesus to back her up and make Mary 

help with the serving, but He did not. He explained to Martha that she was doing too much 

herself and needed to sit and listen to him also. 

    He was very gentle with Martha. He repeated her name; this shows his love for her. He begins 

to explain to her that some things in life are more important than others. He says you are worried 

and troubled about many things, but only one thing is needed; and Mary has found that one 

thing.  It shall not be taken away from her. 

Mary had devoted herself to the teachings of Jesus. What have we devoted ourselves to?  

Serious Christianity is a needful thing. It is the only needful thing. Nothing else in this world will 

do us any real good; by that I mean get us into heaven. We cannot get into haven without a 

relationship with Christ. Are we serious about our Christianity? 

Jesus justified Mary to her sister Martha; just like he will justify our piety when we are attacked 

and put down for it. Romans 8:31 says “If God be for us who can be against us?” Are we pious 

and zealous enough in our Christian walk that Jesus would want to defend us? Are we seeking 

the one needed thing? Do we spend our time at the feet of Jesus? Or do spend the time we should 

be listening doing other things? Do we get mad at others who are listening to Jesus’ words when 

we think they should be working with us? 

  

Martha was worrying needlessly because she was trying to do too much. Jesus and His disciples 

did not need a huge dinner party; they just need some food and a place to spend the night. 

Martha’s company meant more to Jesus than her cooking. She was distracted by all of her self 

imposed chores. All Jesus really wanted was her attention. He had Mary’s, does he have ours? 

We show our love for Jesus by listening to his words and obeying them; not by simply being 

busy for him. 

     Is the work that we do busy work or does it have eternal value? We can be too busy in our 

work for Jesus that we miss spending time with Jesus. We need to serve him with our labor, but 



we must be sure not to allow our service for him to become void of devotion to him. Are we so 

busy working for Jesus that we don’t spend time with Jesus? 

  

To make sure we don’t allow our work to over shadow our worship and learning, we must set 

priorities. This is part of what Jesus is trying to teach Martha. It is also part of what he is trying 

to teach us. How are our priorities? Why do we work for God? Do we feel lead by the spirit to do 

what we do or are we just trying to look good? 

  

Last week we studied the preceding text, Luke10:25-37, which tells the story of the Good 

Samaritan. Both the Priest and the Levite in the story were too busy to help the man in need. In 

today’s text, Martha is too busy to listen properly to the teachings of Jesus. Are we too busy to 

listen to the voice of Jesus? We must never be too busy to love God or serve others. Setting 

priorities will help us try to manage our time better. Time is a very valuable commodity; 

especially these days. There never seems to be enough of it. How do we invest the time God has 

given us? Do we use it for Him or do we use it selfishly? 

  

Both Mary and Martha were serving Jesus. Martha’s service was good, Mary’s was better. 

Martha was over zealous in meeting the physical needs of Jesus and his disciples. Mary was just 

zealous enough in honoring and pleasing Jesus by receiving his words into her heart. Mary chose 

that good part. Jesus is that good part. Have we chosen that good part for our selves? How is our 

spiritual walk this morning? Are we so busy working for Jesus that we aren’t spending any time 

with Jesus? 

  We need to continually listen to the voice of Jesus and heed his words. We need to listen while 

we work. We need to be ready to do what ever Jesus calls us to do. We need to do it just like we 

were doing it to Him. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus says “And the King will answer and say to them 

‘Assuredly I say to you in as much as you did it to one of these my brethren, you did it unto 

me.’” Every time we feed the hungry, cloth the naked, visit the sick, we do these things to Jesus 

Himself. Christians have dedicated their lives to doing these things. Not only must we must help 

people, but we must tell them why we are helping them; why we are serving them. We serve God 

by serving them. This shows them His love; then maybe they will listen to His words & ask Him 

into their hearts. 

In life there are many distractions when it comes to listening to the voice of Jesus. Some are 

indeed good things that need to be done, others are just busy work that prevents us from being all 

we can be for God. We need to seek God’s will and wisdom as we search for his calling in our 

life.  We need to let him help us prioritize the tasks he gives us. We need to make sure we still 

listen for his voice as we carry out his work. We must be careful not to get so tied up in the work, 

that we miss spending time with Him. 



  

Are we working for the Lord only, or do we still spend time with Him? Are we still sitting at his 

feet, listening to his words?  Do we listen while we work? 

  We need to always be listening for our master’s voice. He will always guide, encourage and 

instruct us. The prime Minister of Poland was also a concert pianist. One night he was scheduled 

to give a performance. A mother took her 6 year old son to the concert. The mother began talking 

to some friends as they wait for the concert to begin. When the spotlight went on the mother 

gasped. For at the piano sat her son playing twinkle twinkle little star. Before she could move to 

get her son, the master appeared and sat behind the boy. He whispered in his ear, don’t stop, keep 

playing. Then he joined in, playing with his arms extended around the boy. Together, they kept 

the crowd mesmerized. Jesus is the master in our life who tells us to don’t stop, keep going as he 

augments and orchestrates our work until it glorifies him and accomplishes his goals. But we 

must be listening for his voice if we are to be encouraged to keep going. Do we hear his words, 

don’t stop, keep going? Let us never cease hearing and obeying the master’s voice. 

  

We must never stop serving each other and the lost. By serving them we are a picture of Jesus for 

them to see. Let us never stop doing the LORD’S work. We are to be faithful until the end. In 

1789, Colonel Davenport was the speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives. One day 

the sky grew very black and ominous looking. Some of the representatives felt the end was at 

hand. Colonel Davenport said “The Day of Judgment 

is either approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment. If it is, I choose to 

be found doing my duty. Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.” 

Rather than fearing what is to come, we are to be faithful till Christ returns. Instead of fearing the 

dark, we are to be lights as we watch and wait. 

  

So how do we do that? How do we keep our lights shining and carry on the lord’s work until He 

comes? What is the difference between doing the Lord’s work and doing the churches work? 

Martha was very much concerned with doing the churches work while Mary was doing the 

Lord’s work. Church work needs to be done, but it is more for the church people than it is for the 

lost. Mary was serving the Lord by listening so she could learn something which might lead a 

lost person to Jesus. Jesus said in Luke 19:10 “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save 

that which was lost.” The church needs to be about her Father’s business, saving the lost. 

Churches spend way too much time working for themselves and not enough time serving Jesus. 

Churches need to be about seeking and saving the lost. What are we about? 

     I have an example of this from this year’s annual conference. Query number 5 was about 

more equitable representation on the mission and ministry board. Right now there are 2 



representatives from each of our 5 regional areas. As they put up a map of these 5 areas for us all 

to see, I noticed something more important to worry about.  

The map showed several blank areas where no Church of the Brethren were located. Nearly 1/3 

of the country was blank and there were 2 big blank spaces were there was the most population. 

The question I asked those at my table was why are we worrying about the number of 

representatives when we should be worrying about filling in those blank spaces. Filling in the 

blank areas is the Lord’s work; discussing more even representation is church work. Are we 

about church work or the Lord’s work?  

  

“And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many 

things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken 

away from her.”  

  

Are we serving God with all of our being? Are we listing to and obeying his words to us? 

Are we so busy working for the LORD that we forget to spend time with Him? 

Are we working for or are we serving Jesus? (Pray)   

  

 


