
Well, the advent season has started, but it was not a good start for me and my family. Thank you 

all for your prayers. My mother is going to celebrate Christmas this year with Christ Himself as 

He took her home Tuesday morning.  

My deepest thanks to Verona U.M. and Pastor Leo for a great funeral and dinner afterwards.    

Please keep us in your prayers as dad is in Brookhaven nursing home get therapy for his stroke 

he had the day after Thanksgiving. He is progressing nicely so far. Thank you for all your 

support. God bless you and yours and enjoy your family this Christmas, there might not ever be 

another one. I never dreamed that last Christmas would be our last one together. Enjoy life while 

you can because it is over WAY Too SooN! That is why Christ came, so that we can all live 

forever in heaven with Him. He is our only Hope for eternal life. Have you accepted the gift of 

eternal life? Have you invited Christ into your heart? if not today is the day of salvation; chose 

ye this day whom ye shall serve.  

Pastor Don       

  

                         “John the Baptist Comes Preaching Hope”    Matthew 3:1-12     Dec.1, 2013 

  

A man stopped by the ball park one summer afternoon. As he watched the game he asked one 

player setting on the bench what the score was. We are losing 21-0 the player said. Well don’t 

get to discouraged the man replied, you can still win. We know said the boy, heck we haven’t 

even had our turn at bat yet.  

  

A missionary was had just received $10 in the mail. As she looked out her window, she saw a 

shabbily dressed stranger leaning on a pole in front of her apartment building. Thinking this poor 

man probably needed the money more than she did, she put the ten dollar bill in an envelope, 

wrote don’t despair on it and handed it to him. He smiled, tipped his hat and walked away. The 

next day the man knocked on her door. When she opened the door, the man handed her an 

envelope. She said what is this? The man replied it is the $50 you won yesterday. Don’t Despair 

paid 5-1.   

  

Someone once said that nothing gives one more false hope than the 1
st
 day of a new diet. 

  



Thornton Wilde said “hope is a projection of the imagination; so is despair. Despair all too 

readily embraces the ills it foresees; hope is an energy that arouses the mind to explore every 

possibility to combat them.”  Which do we choose, hope or despair? 

  

As Christian parents we can find hope in this story of the 1
st
 grade Christmas pageant. The little 

boy playing the inn keeper, having delivered his line that the inn was full, and  seeing the sad 

faces of Mary and Joseph, said to them as they began to walk away, “wait, don’t go, you can 

have my room.” Do we teach our children to share?  

  

Christmas is all about sharing. Christmas is all about caring. Christmas is all about giving.  God 

gave us a Savior.  The Wise Men gave Jesus gifts.  We give each other presents.  What do we 

give to God? Do we give Him our heart?  

  

Christians call the Christmas season Advent.  Today is the 1
st
 Sunday in Advent. The word 

Advent means coming.  We begin to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

Over the next 4 weeks we will talk about the hope, peace, love and joy that Jesus brings us.  

Without Jesus we have no hope of pleasing God.  No hope of being reconciled to God.  Jesus is 

the only mediator between God and man. Jesus tells us in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life; no one comes to the Father but by Me.”   

  

Thru Jesus, and only thru Jesus, we have the hope of eternal life; we can know the peace of God 

which passes all understanding. Then we can find the love and joy of God. Thru Jesus, we can 

share these things with others. Through Jesus, we can remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

Hope means to trust or rely upon.  

We can rely upon Jesus. Do we? Can He rely upon us?  

  

  

Do we share the hope that he gives us with others?  Do we have Jesus 1
st
 in our hearts?  As we 

contemplate these questions, let us look to our LORD in prayer.  [PRAY]  

  

  



Matthew does not give us any background on John the Baptist. He just begins chapter 3 by 

saying “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea”  

      What days is Matthew talking about? Matthew ends chapter 2 by telling us that Mary, Joseph 

and Jesus were lead back to Nazareth after having lived in Egypt for awhile. They fled to Egypt 

to protect Jesus from King Herod. God warned them in a dream that Herod would try to kill 

Jesus. So, after Herod’s death, they were led back to Nazareth, their home town. Roughly 25 

years have passed between the end of chapter 2 and the beginning of chapter 3. We know that 

Jesus was 30 when he started his earthly ministry. Luke tells us that John the Baptist was Jesus’ 

cousin and was 6 months older than Jesus.  

  

John the Baptist was Christ’s forerunner. He job was to prepare the way for Jesus. Isaiah 

predicted his coming and described him in 40:3 as the voice of the one crying in the wilderness; 

prepare the way of the LORD; make his paths straight. Before the king would visit his people, it 

was customary that a messenger would come first and tell the people to prepare the way for the 

king. Prepare means to clear away obstacles and smooth out the road. John did this by getting the 

people to repent of their sins and change there life style. Sin is an obstacle in our Christian walk. 

Repentance gets rid of these obstacles and smoothes our path. True repentance means we turn 

away from our sins and to Christ.  

John helped people prepare their hearts to receive Jesus. Do we do that? John’s baptism was an 

outward sign that they had changed. It was a symbol of spiritual cleansing. Today it still is an 

outward sign of an inward change. The Jews baptized converts, so baptism itself was not a totally 

new concept to them.  

  

John helped people prepare their hearts to receive Jesus. Do we? We can help people who don’t 

know Christ prepare to meet Him by showing them Christ’s love; by explaining their need for 

forgiveness, and telling them that Christ will give their life meaning and purpose. Are we helping 

others welcome Jesus into their heart? 

  

The Jordan River is the Eastern border of Israel. It was about 20 miles from Jerusalem. It was the 

scene of many important events in Jewish history. Before the Israelites crossed over the Jordan, 

which God parted for them, they renewed their covenant with God. John the Baptist is calling 

them once again to renew their covenant with God, this time through baptism. It is only 

appropriate that it is the scene of the baptism of the messiah. Chapter 3 ends with John baptizing 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 

     John was the first prophet in nearly 400 years. His clothing was as rough as the area where he 

lived. He wore camel hair clothes and a leather belt. He ate locus and wild honey. He was a 

rugged man living in a rugged wilderness. The people came to him. 



   Eventually, even the Pharisees and the Sadducees came to see him. These were the leaders of 

the Jewish church. The Pharisees separated themselves from everything non Jewish. They were 

very strict about following the Law and the traditions handed down through the centuries. The 

Sadducees believed only the Pentateuch, the 1
st
 5 books of the bible, Genesis thru Deuteronomy. 

The Pharisees came from all classes of people. The Sadducees were mostly priestly nobility. 

Their main difference was that the Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead &the 

Sadducees did not; that’s why they were sad 

you see. They did agree on one thing, they were both against Jesus.  

 John was not very nice to them. He called them a brood of vipers. He asked them who had 

warned them about the coming wrath of God. He told them they needed to bear fruits of 

repentance. What are fruits of repentance? When we repent, we not only admit we were wrong 

and are now sorry for our actions, but we turn from them. We stop rebelling against God and His 

ways, and we start loving, obeying, and serving Him. We obey his will for our lives.  We turn 

from our sin to God.  This will cause us to live differently. This will cause us to bear fruit for 

God. This will cause people to notice our new lifestyle. 

   John warned them not to think that because they were seeds of Abraham, that is Jews, that they 

had it made. He says that God could raise up children of Abraham from these stones. The stones 

represented the gentiles who would repent and follow Jesus, thus becoming the children of God. 

Christianity is a personal relationship with Christ. God becomes our Father. God has no 

grandchildren, He only has children. We cannot get to heaven based on someone else’s 

relationship with Jesus. We must have our own. Heritage is not important to God; we are 

important to God. Christianity is not a religion, it is a relationship. Do we have a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ?   

  

John is reminding both us and these Jewish leaders that we all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God. There is not one righteous, no not one. 

The 1
st
 step in repentance is to admit that we have sinned. 1John1:8 “If we say we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  But verse 9 tells us that if we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. Have we confessed our sins? Have we turned from 

them? Are we bearing the fruits of repentance?  What kind of fruit are we bearing? We need to 

bear good fruit because John says the ax is now laid at the root of the trees. Those who do not 

produce good fruit shall be cut down. God expects his followers to work for him. We do not 

work to get saved; we work because we are saved. Christians should bear good fruit. Jesus tells 

us in Matthew 7:16 “You will know them by their fruits.” We should be known by our good 

deeds and actions. Do our actions show that we belong to Christ? Our attitudes should be like 

Jesus as well. We should be hopeful, peaceful, joyful and loving. We are to be a good reflection 

of Jesus. Are we? 

  



God calls us to be active in our obedience to him. He has a plan and a purpose for all his 

children. He wants us to bear good fruit. To be productive for God, to produce good fruit, we 

must pray, study and obey his word, share our faith, resist temptation, and watch for 

opportunities to serve him. Not everyone who calls themselves a Christian actually is a Christian. 

Our lifestyle tells people a lot more about our Christian walk than our mouth does. God doesn’t 

want us to talk a good walk; He wants us to walk a good walk. Is our faith just talk or does our 

lifestyle prove our love for Christ? Do we bear good fruit? Are we productive trees or are we 

headed or the ash heap?  

  

John says I baptize with water unto repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 

me, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. This is a very humble and reverent remark for John 

to say. Carrying the master’s sandals was the job of the vilest slave.  

   John is of course talking about Jesus coming after him. He tells us that Jesus will baptize us 

with the Holy Spirit and with fire. When we become a Christian, we receive the Holy Spirit, the 

power of God living in us.  The baptism of fire is probably a reference to the final judgment 

when Jesus comes the 2
nd

 time.  

 He tells us he will harvest the grain and burn up the chaff. Are we grain or chaff?  

  

 A winnowing fan is like a pitch fork. It is used to toss the grain into the air, where the wind 

drives off the chaff and the grain falls back to the ground. The grain, the valuable and useful part, 

is gathered and used; the chaff, the valueless and useless part, is swept up and burned.  

  

Here we have a picture of God’s final judgment; believers going into heaven by the grace of God 

and unbelievers perishing in the fiery pit.  

Jesus is our only hope. He is the only way to heaven. He came the 1
st
 time as a suffering servant. 

When he comes the 2
nd

 time he will be the conquering king; ruler and judge over the earth. If we 

don’t come to him as our savior, we will face him as our judge. 

Lots of people were looking for the 1
st
 coming of Christ, are we looking for his 2

nd
 coming? We 

need to; be because ready or not He is coming. Are we ready?  

  

The messiah was the Jewish hope for freedom. Jesus is the world’s only hope for eternal life. 

Acts 4:12 says “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus 



Christ and his righteousness. We can only find forgiveness of sin and eternal life through Jesus. 

Have we found that forgiveness? 

  

 Martin Luther said “everything that is done in the world is done by hope.” 

Hope is what keeps us going. On average, People can live 40 days without food, 8 days without 

water, 4 minutes without air, but only a few seconds without hope.  

Without hope, all is lost.  Jesus truly is our only hope. 

Do we have Hope today? Do we know Jesus as our personal LORD and Savior? 

Are we sharing Him with others? Amen. Let’s pray. 

  

 


