
  Hello everyone; looks like winter is back. it is cold outside! some ice and snow as well. Spring 

is only 3 months away! 

Hope you all are having a good week. I know the kids are 2 days of school cancelled aready this 

week.  

We had 13 brave souls for Sunday service. Hopefull it will be warmer and we can double that 

amount this Sunday. 

God bless you all richly and warmly this week! 

Pastor Don                                

  

  

                                                 “The Messiah Has Arrived”    John 1:1-18    Jan.5, 2014 

3 siblings were having a discussion about the names of the books of the New Testament. The 

oldest daughter said Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. To which the little brother asked is that 

John Jones, a deacon in our church? No replied the big sister; I think it refers to John the Baptist. 

So little brother asked “Well does he go to our church”. Then the younger daughter answered 

and said “No, he can’t; we are Brethren.” 

  

Did anybody make new years resolutions for this year? I have figured out a way to keep all my 

new years resolutions; I didn’t make any! Since most people all have trouble keeping their new 

years resolutions, why don’t we make some we know can keep: like reading less, like gaining 

weight, like spending more time at work, like spending more money, like procrastinating more, 

and like starting up a new bad habit. That way we won’t be like the married couple the pastor 

found waiting on him in his office a week after new years. They had been fighting and arguing 

all week long. The pastor asked them what the problem was. They said we made each others new 

years resolutions.  

  

The whole point of New Year’s resolutions is to improve ourselves isn’t it? They are to make us 

a better people. But in order to do that we must have the right attitude. 

Frances Ridley Havergal had the right idea in 1874 when she wrote these words ”Another year is 

dawning; dear father let it be, in working or in waiting another year with Thee; another year of 

progress, another year of praise, another year of proving Thy presence all the days.”   



Are we looking forward to spending another year with God? Working for Him, serving him, 

obeying Him, praising him, loving Him? 

  

Our mission, should we choose to accept it, is not impossible, because with God all things are 

possible. Jesus gave us our mission in Matthew 28:19-20. Jesus said “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you, and lo I am with 

you always even to the end of the age.” 

  

You see, the Messiah has come; now is the time to take His message to all the world. Now is not 

the time for sleeping; it is the time for witnessing! It is the time to carry out the Great 

Commission. The year may be new, but the mission is not. Are we ready to go and make 

disciples? Are we ready to be disciples ourselves? Pray. 

  

Although the author never names himself, most scholars believe that the Apostil John wrote this 

gospel which bears his name. John is Christ’s only disciple who died a natural death. John tells 

us exactly why he wrote this book. John 20:31 “These are written that you may believe that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” John wrote his 

gospel to prove Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, the savior of the world. The Messiah has 

arrived; do we believe?  

  

[Vs.1-3] John begins his gospel with the same words that Genesis starts with; “In the 

beginning”.  The beginning is always good place to start isn’t it? In the beginning, there was 

God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit; 3 parts of the same person. John is declaring that Jesus is God! 

God is the creator of everything; He made everything from nothing by simply talking. Genesis 

1:3 “God said let there be light and there was light.” 

What power there is in the voice of God; do we listen when He speaks?  

    John calls Jesus the Word of God. He tells us that Jesus was with God in the beginning and 

helped in the creating; “all things were made through Him and with out Him was nothing made 

that was made.” We just celebrated Christ’s earthly birth, but that wasn’t His beginning. He was 

always around, just like God. God sent Jesus to earth in the form of a man, born of a woman, 

with a mission, to die for the sins of the world. [Vs 4-5]  

  



God created man on the 6
th

 and final day of creation. Everything God created in the 1
st
 5 days 

was for mans benefit. After God created man, he said it was very good, and then God rested. 

Man was different from all of God’s other creations; man had an eternal soul. God loves man and 

wants a relationship with him. God gave man freedom of choice; man is free to choose how he 

wants to live his life.  

     Life was simple in the beginning, God only gave this 1
st
 man Adam 1 rule; do not eat the fruit 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The penalty for breaking this rule was death. 

Adam did alright for a while obeying that rule, but soon he and his wife broke the rule, they ate 

the forbidden fruit. They sinned. For the 1
st
 time in their lives their fellowship with God was 

broken. He kicked them out of the Garden of Eden. From that day on, man needed a Savior to 

repair this broken relationship with God. Jesus, God’s own Son, God in the flesh, Immanuel, 

God with us, is that answer. Jesus came to earth to bring us eternal and abundant life. Jesus said 

in John 10:10 “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 

that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly.”   

    Humans are dependant upon God for life itself. He alone sustains us. He breathed into Adams 

nostrils the breathe of life after He formed him from the dust of the ground. Today God is still 

breathing life into human nostrils. God cares about our spiritual lives as much as He does our 

physical lives. Our physical bodies will wear out and return to the ground, but our souls, our 

spiritual life, will live forever. The question is where. Jesus came so that place will be heaven, 

God’s house, in a room Jesus Himself has prepared for us. God doesn’t want anyone to be 

separated from Him for all of eternity, but some people choose to be. Our eternal home is our 

choice. Have we chosen God or rejected Him? Those who have rejected God are walking around 

in darkness. Jesus shines a light upon our heart and we can examine ourselves in that light. Jesus 

is the light of the world. Are we walking in that light?  

Light shows us things. It shows us God and His love for us as well as showing us our sins and 

shortcomings that we need forgiveness for. Jesus is that forgiveness. When we see the light, 

hopefully we will choose Jesus for ourselves.  

    Light and darkness are used a lot in the bible as symbols. Light standing for goodness, truth, 

moral purity and holiness. Darkness stands for sin, lies, rebellion and evil. The light shines in the 

darkness and the darkness does not comprehend it. Comprehend means overpower as well as 

understand. Humans don’t always understand God and His ways, neither can they overpower 

Him. Darkness cannot over power light. When ever you shine a light into the darkness, the light 

always wins; it is the darkness that flees when the light appears. God’s enemies cannot defeat 

Him. They can resist, but all they do is hurt themselves, they will be the ones missing out in the 

end. They will miss all the blessings God has prepared for them.  Do we walk in the light? Do we 

spread it where ever we go? Light was the 1
st
 thing God created. When we see the light and 

accept Jesus, we become a new creation, old things pass away and all things become new. Does 

the light of Christ shine through us? [Read vs. 6-9] 

  



John the Apostle introduces us to John the Baptist. John the Baptist was a man sent from God. 

John had a mission; to prepare the way for Jesus. He did this by bearing witness to the light of 

Christ. Christ is the light of the world. John was to point people to Him. Jesus is the true light. 

He gives light to every person in the world. He enlightens those who will believe. Jesus became 

a man to reveal the truth to all people.  

  

John the Baptist and all Christians are to be witnesses for Christ. Jesus is the light, we are the 

lamp. His light shines through us. The word witness is a verb, an action word. John uses it as 

such 33 times in his gospel. It means to testify, tell what you know, to declare the truth. The truth 

is Jesus is the light of the world, not us. We are to point people to Christ, not ourselves.  Witness 

is also a noun. John uses it 14 times in that fashion. Are we good witnesses? Do we testify for 

Christ? When was the last time we told someone about Christ/ about what he has done for us/ 

about His love for them?  

  

[Read 10-11] in this world Jesus faced rejection. His own people did not receive Him. As a 

whole, the Jews rejected Him. Funny isn’t it, Jesus made the world and the world did not know 

Him. Everything that is in existence came from Him, yet they did not know Him. The Jews were 

God’s chosen people. Part of their mission in life was to tell people about their God and their 

coming Messiah. Yet when the Messiah came, most of them rejected Him. What about us/are we 

telling others about Jesus/ about His 2
nd

 coming? 

It could be this year. Are we ready? Are we helping others get ready? 

     [Read vs. 12-13] not all Jews rejected Jesus. Some gentiles’ believed in Him as well. 

Everyone who chose to believe in Him became a child of God. The same thing happens today. 

That is what received him means; to believe that He is God in the flesh, the savior of the world. 

Then we place our faith in Him, ask Him into our heart, and obey His will for our lives. This 

asking Jesus into our heart is how we become a Christian. We call this act of faith being born 

again. Jesus told us in John 3:3“Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

This spiritual rebirth is being born of the will of God. Every physical birth is by the will of God 

and places us in our earthly families; this spiritual rebirth puts us into Gods family. It changes us 

forever from the inside out.  

We become a new creation. We now live for Christ, not ourselves. We are given a mission for 

our life. Are we willing to carry it out?  

  

[read14] John tells us that the word became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus willingly left His 

heavenly home and came to earth in human form, born of a women, fully human while at the 

same time being fully Devine. Paul puts it this way in Philippians 2:5-8 “Let this mind be in you 

which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 



equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation taking the form of a bondservant, and coming 

in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled Himself and 

became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Now why would Jesus leave 

heaven, take on an earthly body; go through all of life’s aches and pains and die for us? Because 

His Father asked Him to. God loves us. He gave His only begotten Son for us. Jesus is unique; 

there is no one else like Him. Because of His uniqueness, we beheld his glory. Even though his 

flesh veiled his full holiness, His glory shone through. It was visible in his miracles and the 

outpouring of his love. Jesus was full of grace and truth. He understands what humans feel. He 

knows what we go through. There is nothing that we will ever face in life that Jesus does not 

understand. He is there for us, are we there for Him? 

  

[Read 15-18] Both John the Baptist and John the Apostle were physical witnesses for Christ. 

John the Baptist introduced Christ to the people as the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of 

the world. Here he is explaining that even though Jesus began His earthly ministry after John 

started his, Jesus is preferred before him because He is before Him. Jesus was with God in the 

beginning.  

   John the Apostle tells us that Jesus is all about grace. The law was given, not to save people 

because no one could keep the law; but to show that we need a savior. Jesus is that savior. The 

law points to Jesus. He kept the whole law. Jesus said He fulfilled the law.  

Now we are no longer under the law, but we are under grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Grace is 

God’s unmerited favor towards us. We are saved by grace and truth; not works and deeds. 

No human has ever seen God’s face. But we saw Jesus. He showed us what God is like. Jesus 

said in John 14:9 “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” God is a spirit and must be 

worshiped in spirit and truth. Jesus shows us what God is like. Since Jesus is the word of God, 

every time we read the bible we get a glimpse of God. If we are going to tell others about Him, 

we need to know Him. How well do we know Jesus? Can we show Him to others? Do they see 

Jesus when they see us? We are Christ’s ambassadors; we each have a mission. That mission is 

to bring people to Christ. Jesus said to go into all the world and make disciples. The world starts 

right outside the church doors; are we ready to continue our mission? Years come and go; people 

may change, but Jesus stays the same. His love is the only true constant in our lives. Are we 

sharing Him and His love? 2014 could be the year Jesus comes back. We are to work for Him 

until our mission is completed. Have we resolved to work for Christ in 2014? Joy to the world, 

the Messiah has come! Let’s go and make disciples! Hallelujah and Amen! Let’s pray.     

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians%202:8-9&version=NKJV##

