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A woman came to her pastor and told him, "I'm so scared! My husband says he's going to kill me 

if I continue to come to your church." "Don’t be afraid," replied the pastor. “Psalm 27 says The 

Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid?" I will continue to pray for you, have faith - the Lord will watch over 

you." "Ok the lady replied”. Next Sunday she told the preacher the same thing and the next week 

as well. The following week she said preacher, now my husband said if I come to church 1 more 

time he is going to kill you too. Oh, I see the preacher replied. Now might be the right time for 

you to check out that little church on the other side of town."  
  

A family was on vacation at Niagara Falls when they saw a man walk a tight rope across the 

falls, pushing a wheel barrow full of bricks. Their 9 year old son said wow dad, that’s what I 

want to be when I grow up, a high wire dare devil.  After the show, they saw the man pushing his 

wheel barrow full of bricks back to the storage shed. The little boy ran up and shook the mans 

hand and said that that was a great show. You’re the best dare devil I’ve ever seen.  I’ll bet there 

is nothing you can’t do.  He added that he wanted to be just like him when he grew up. Well why 

wait until you grow up ask the man. Then he dumped the bricks on the ground and said get in, 

I’ll push you across right now.  The little boy said no way and ran to the car.      

It’s been said that faith isn’t faith unless it’s all you’re hanging on to. A man was out hiking by 

himself one day when he slipped and fell over the side of a cliff.  He reached out and grabbed a 

tree root and there he hung, 2000 feet above the ground, and 25 feet below the path way.  He 

screamed for help.  Nobody answered for a long time. Then a voice answered him.  I’ll help you. 

Thank God the man replied.  Who are you? I don’t see anyone. I’m God the voice replied. 

Nobody has seen Me except Jesus. Ok said the man. What do you want me do to? I want you to 

believe in Me said God. Oh I do believe in you said the hiker. If you really do believe in Me, 

then let go said God. After a few minutes of thought, the man said is their anybody else out 

there?    

Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen. 

St. Augustine said that faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see 

what you believe.  Faith quite simply is believing without seeing.   

How is our faith this morning? Do we like Thomas have to see before we believe?  

Does God have to show us His plan before we are willing to yield our will to His?  

Are we willing to get in the wheel barrow and let God push us where ever He wants?  

Are we willing to let go when God says to?  

Hudson Taylor once said we don’t need great faith; we need faith in a great God.  

We have the great God, do we have faith? As we contemplate these questions, let us look to our 

LORD in prayer.  

PRAY 

  

Today’s text picks right up where last weeks left off. It is Easter evening & what a day it has 

been! Jesus has resurrected and appeared to Mary Magdalene. She started the day at dawn by 

finding an empty tomb. She ran and told the disciples. Peter and John went and checked it out for 

themselves. They found everything just as Mary said it was. Then they went home, but Mary 

stayed at the tomb. Mary Magdalene was the last person at the cross and the first person at the 

tomb. She went to the tomb seeking a dead teacher and found a risen savior! Mary was the 1
st
 

person to see, touch and talk to the resurrected Jesus Christ! She searched for Jesus until she 

found Him. She worshiped Him and He gave her a message to take to His disciples. She did just 



as Jesus asked. Vs 18 “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 

Lord; and that He had spoken these things to her.”  

   We too need to search for Jesus until we find Him. He also has a message for us to take to 

people. The message is simple; God loves you and Jesus died for you. God is the Creator of all. 

He has a plan and a purpose for each of us. He loves us and wants us to love Him. Do we love 

Him? Do we serve Him? Do we tell others about Him?  

  

John begins this section of scripture by telling us that it is indeed the evening of that same day, 

the 1
st
 Easter morning. 10 disciples were gathered together in a locked room; Judas Iscariot has 

committed suicide and we are not told where Thomas was, just that he was not there in the room 

with the others. The disciples were hiding in this room because they were afraid of the Jews. The 

Pharisees had killed Jesus; so naturally, the disciples felt that they would be next. Yet fear did 

not stop the disciples from fellowshipping together. They were afraid, yet they gathered.  

     Notice that even though the doors were shut, yet Jesus appears inside the room with them. 

This is how we know that the stone guarding the tomb entrance was not rolled away to let Jesus 

out, but to let us in. Jesus now has a resurrected body. He is not a ghost because you can’t touch 

a ghost. Mary clung to Jesus. He offered to let Thomas touch His hands and His side. 

1Cor.15:51-53 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

& the dead will be raised incorruptible, we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” Boulders and walls cannot hold 

incorruptible bodies.  

  

Suddenly, Jesus appears in their midst. He says Peace to you! If anyone ever did need the peace 

of God, it was the disciples at this time. They were fearful for their lives; their leader, teacher 

and friend had been executed. The body was gone: some said that He had come back to life. Now 

Jesus appears in their midst, with the doors shut and locked. He showed them His hands and side. 

These scars proved who He was. He really was Jesus; He really was resurrected. They were glad 

when they saw Jesus. He was a comfort to them. Is Jesus a comfort to us?   

     Then again he says “Peace be unto you.” And He commissions them. “As the Father has sent 

me, so send I you.” Then He breathed on them and said “receive the Holy Spirit! This filled them 

with the Holy Spirit in a similar manner has God filled Adam with the breath of life in Genesis 

2:7 “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living being.”  

Here they received the comforter Jesus promised them that He’d send. In John 14:16 Jesus says, 

“And I will pray the Father and He shall give another Comforter, that He may abide with you 

forever.”  Verse 17 says “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive because it sees 

Him not, neither knows Him; but ye know Him; for He dwells in you. And shall be in you.” The 

world can not receive the Holy Spirit, only Christians can.  Non-believers only believe what they 

can see. Christians walk by faith and not by sight. 

Believing is not seeing. Believing is trusting God. Today, one receives the Holy Spirit when one 

accepts Jesus.  This filling of the Holy Spirit not only enabled them to carry out the great 

commission, but it also symbolized that now, these men and all future Christians are new 

creations.  From now on, the disciples are Apostles, men chosen and sent on a mission. They are 

Christ’s ambassadors. Are we ambassadors for Jesus? All Christians represent Jesus wherever 

we go. Are we doing a good job? Do we wear His name well?   



  

The Holy Spirit is how God talks to us and directs us today.  Without the Spirit guiding us we 

can not follow and obey God. Do we listen when the Spirit of God speaks to us? Do we know 

His voice? Do we trust His leading?  

  

V 23 can be a little confusing; “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  We know that only God can forgive sin, so what does 

Jesus mean when He says this? Jesus is telling us that as we tell others about Him, we have the 

privilege of telling them that all their sins have been forgiven if they truly repent and come to 

Jesus with all their heart. The sins of those who refuse to repent are retained.  

  

Jesus is talking about the Jewish custom of binding and loosing. To bind something means to 

forbid it. To loose something means to allow it. Jesus is telling these disciples and us, that as we 

proclaim the gospel to the world, there will be certain things that we allow and others that we 

forbid.  Are we forbidding and allowing the right things? Are we setting a good example for 

others? Are we teaching them properly?  Remember, our lives are the only bibles some people 

will ever read.  Do our lives show others Jesus? 

Now Thomas, the twin, was not present when Jesus appeared.  We are not told were he was, just 

that he was absent, and that he did not believe his fellow followers of Jesus when they told him 

that they had seen Jesus.  He was rather bold in his disbelief.  Thus we call him doubting Thomas 

rather than Thomas the twin as John refers to him here.  Thomas said unless I put my finger in 

the nail prints in his hands and put my hand into His side, I will not believe. Thomas was rather 

rude and arrogant to his friends. How do we react when our friends tell us something that it takes 

faith to believe?  Do we believe them, or do act like Thomas? Do we pretend that we are from 

Missouri, and say show me!  Well, Jesus showed him didn’t He? 8days later Jesus again appears 

in a locked room with the disciples; and this time Thomas was with them.  

  Once again the doors and windows were shut for fear of the Jews. Again Jesus appeared in the 

midst of them. Again Jesus said peace unto you. Then Jesus challenged Thomas to put his finger 

in His hand & his hand into His side. Jesus told Thomas to stop being unbelieving & believe! 

Notice that Thomas was all talk and no action. Thomas did not put his finger in Jesus’ hand or 

side. He simply exclaimed “My Lord and my God”.  

He didn’t touch Jesus; he simply saw& believed. Thomas acknowledged that now he believed. 

He not only believed that Jesus was resurrected, but that he believed that Jesus was indeed God. 

Do we believe these two things as well?  

    Then Jesus mentions us. He tells Thomas because he has seen, he believes. Jesus says blessed 

are they who have not seen and yet believed. That is us! Christians today have not seen Jesus, but 

yet we believe in Him.  Jesus says that we are blessed because of this.  Believing is not seeing!  

Believing is faith!  How is our faith this morning? 

Do we need more?  Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.”  If we need more faith, we must read God’s word.  How is our personal bible 

study this morning?  

  

Thomas missed seeing Jesus because he neglected the assembling of himself together. When we 

miss church, we miss a good thing. Hebrews 10: 25 tells us “not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as 

we see the day approaching.” Notice that Thomas not only missed the appearance of Jesus by 



missing the meeting that they had on Easter evening, he also missed the filling of the Holy Spirit 

that the rest of the disciples received. When we miss church, we miss a lot. Sunday morning 

worship is an important part of our Christian walk.  

     Just like today’s Christians, Thomas received the Holy Spirit after his acceptance of Jesus. 

Christians need the Holy Spirit. Philippians 4:13 tells us that we can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens us. He strengthens us through the Holy Spirit.  

 By appearing to His disciples in this locked room, Jesus also kept a promise. In Matthew 18:20 

Jesus said “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there in the midst of 

them.” Ten disciples were gathered together in one place and poof, there was Jesus, physically in 

the midst of them. Today, as Christians gather together, Jesus meets us spiritually in our worship, 

bible study and prayer time. Good church attendance is vital to a good walk with Jesus. So is 

good bible study and prayer time. How are we going to have a relationship with Jesus if we don’t 

get to know Him? How are we going to get to know Him if we don’t spend time with Him? 

These disciples spent over three years with Jesus. They knew Him. They saw Him resurrected. 

They saw Him ascend into heaven. Because of what they saw, they believed. Jesus said that we 

who believe and have not seen are blessed. Faith is not seeing, but believing; do we believe this 

morning?  

John’s purpose in writing this gospel is to convince people that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, 

the savior of the world. Are we living so that others will believe? John tells us that Jesus did 

many more signs, wonders and miracles that aren’t written here for us to read about. He tells us 

in 21:25 that there were so many things that Jesus did, if they were all written down, that the 

world could not contain all the books. He tells us that these are written so that we may believe 

that Jesus is the son of God. So that we may believe that Jesus is the Messiah. So that we may 

believe and have eternal life. Belief in Him is how people get eternal life. Our job as Christians is 

to share the gospel with everyone; to sew the seed; to be a light shining in the darkness, pointing 

people to Jesus. Are we doing our job? Jesus called us to spread the gospel. What He calls us to 

do; He will equip us to do.    Are we spreading the gospel? Are we doing everything we can to 

lead others to Jesus and help them believe in Him? Do we believe? Amen, let’s pray.  
 


